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“ Voues & 1’honneur, a notre souverain, a la bienfaisance, 
nous n’&coutons jamais que la voix da prince, de la nature et 
de la plus ardente charite. Dieu, amour, concorde, paix a 
tous, fidelite, devouement sans bornes, attachement inviolable 
& chacun de nos Frfcres, secours a tous les malbeureux, tels 
sont les pensers d'un inite, d’un Chevalier du Temple." 

Allocution du Grand Afaitre, Bernard Raymond, 
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TO HIS BOYAL HIGHNESS 


PRINCE AUGUSTUS FREDERIC, 

DUKE OF SUSSEX, K. G. &c. 

P. R. S. 

<5 v a u & $ v i o v of £ n g l a n 0, 

THE FOLLOWING PAGES ABE DEDICATED, 


WITH EVERY 8ENTIMENT OF RESPECT, 

BY HIS FAITHFUL AND OBEDIENT 

SERVANT AND BROTHER, 

JAMES BURNES. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Having learned from some of those kind and esteemed Friends 
who lately presented to me a magnificent piece of Plate, in 
the name of the Free-Masons of Scotland, on the occasion of 
my approaching departure for India, that I could not more 
suitably evince my sense of gratitude, than by leaving 
amongst them, as a token of remembrance, some Memoir 
of the Order of the Temple, with which they seem to con- 
sider me in some measure identified, I have, in compliance 
with their wish, devoted the very few hours of leisure I 
have had during the last month, to the preparation of the 
following Sketch. — I feel confident, that from an individual 
almost constantly engaged in arrangements for quitting his 
Native Country, and labouring under the most painful feel- 
ings, at the prospect of parting from his family, and those 
with whom he has lived in cordial terms of friendship during 
the last three years, nothing very finished or original will be 
expected ; and I offer no apology, therefore, when I state, that 
a considerable portion of the following pages consists merely of 
an abridgement or reprint of an admirable, but not sufficiently 
known article* on the History of the Templars, down to the 
period of the persecution, in the Foreign Quarterly Review 
for 1828, followed by some extracts from Lawrie’s Free- 
Masonry, and Mill’s History of Chivalry. 

The account of the present state of the Order has been 
taken from the official “ Manuel des Chevaliers de l’Ordre 

* Written, I believe, by Mr. Keightly. 
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dii Temple,” published both at Paris and Liverpool, and to 
be obtained through any bookseller in Edinburgh ; as well a s 
from information gathered either in foreign books, such as 
the “ Acta Latomorum,” in which all the Statutes, &c. were 
given to the Public in 1815, or from conversations with 
which I have been honoured by His Royal Highness the 
Duke of Sussex, the Chevalier Fabre Palaprat, Ad- 
miral Sir Sidney Smith, General Wright, and other 
distinguished Templars, at home and abroad. For much of 
the information recorded in the Chapter on the Scottish Tem- 
plars, I am under great obligations to Adam Paterson, and 
William Pringle, Esquires, both of whom furnished me 
with valuable Manuscripts. The latter of these gentlemen 
is the author of the interesting i( Notitiae Templariae,” in 
that valuable periodical, the Free-Masons' Review, nor was 
it until I had failed to induce him to give to the World, 
in a continuous form, the result of his own deep anti- 
quarian research on the subject of the Templars, that I 
myself ventured to enter upon the present Work. 

In conclusion, I have to express my warmest acknowledg- 
ments to my friend, W. A. Lawrie, Esquire, Secretary 
to the Grand Lodge of Scotland, to whose taste this little 
Volume owes its decorations, and to whom personally I am 
indebted for many favours, which he would not wish me 
to particularise. 

J. B. 

Ukitxs Service Club, 

Edinburgh , 28 th May 1837. 
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CHAP. I. 

Qfye 9^o0p ttaHn-0. 

HE natural detire to visit places 
which have been the scene of me- 
morable actions, or the abode of 
distinguished personages, had from 
a very early period drawn pious 
pilgrims from the east and the west 
to view those spots which had been 
hallowed by the presence of the 
Son or God. The toils and the 
dangers of the journey were un- 
heeded, when set in comparison 
with the bliss of pouring forth 
prayer on Calvary, and bathing in the waves of Jordan, whose 
waters had consecrated the Saviour to his holy office. And, 
accordingly, we find that, so early as the ninth century, there 
was in the valley of Jeboshaphat, near the church of the Holy 
Virgin, an hospital composed of twelve dwellings, for pilgrims 
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from the west, which possessed corn lands, vineyards, and gar- 
dens, and an excellent library, established by the bounty of 
Charlemagne. 

In the eleventh century, when the apprehension of the ap- 
proaching end of the world, and appearance of Christ to judge 
mankind, had once more fanned the flame of pious pilgrimage 
which had been previously dying away, and men were hasten- 
ing to the land where they expected to meet their Lord and 
Judge, there was built within the walls of Jerusalem an hospi- 
tal for the reception of Catholic pilgrims. This hospital stood 
within a very short distance of the church of the Holy Sepul- 
chre, and, by the favour of the Egyptian khalif, a church, de- 
dicated to the Virgin, and afterwards called St. Maria de 
Latina, was erected close by it ; there an abbot and several 
monks, who followed the rule of St. Benedict, received and 
entertained the pilgrims who arrived each year from the west, 
and furnished such of them as were poor or had been plunder- 
ed by the roving Bedo weens, with the means of paying the 
tax exacted by the unbelievers. Decorum not permitting the 
seoeption of female pilgrims, the brethren established without 
their walk a convent, dedicated to Mary Magdalene, where a 
pious sisterhood entertained the pilgrims of their own sex. The 
number of the pilgrims still continuing to increase, the abbot 
and his monks erected a new hotpitium near their church, 
which they placed under the patronage of St. John, the patri- 
arch of Alexandria, named Eleemon, or the Compassionate. 
This last hospital had no independent revenues, but derived its 
income from the bounty of the abbot of the monastery of the 
Holy Virgin, and the alms of the pious. 
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When, in 1099, Jerusalem was invested by the Crusaders, 
the Hospital of St. John was presided over by Gerhard, a native 
of Provence, a man of exemplary piety, and of a spirit of mild 
and universal benevolence, rarely to be found in that age ; for 
while the city was pressed by the arms of the faithfhl, who 
sought for future glory by the extermination of those whom 
they deemed the enemies of God on earth, not merely the 
orthodox Catholic, but the schismatic Greek, and even the un- 
believing Moslem, shared without distinction the alms of the 
good director of the hospital of St. John. When the city was 
taken, the sick and wounded of the Crusaders received all due 
care and attention from Gerhard and his monks. The general 
favour they enjoyed with Godfrey de Bouillon and the other pil- 
grims now emboldened them to separate themselves from the 
monastery of St. Mary de Latina ; and to pursue their labour of 
love alone and independent, they drew up a rule for themselves, 
to which they bound themselves to obedience in the presence of 
the patriarch, and assumed as their distinguishing dress, a black 
mantle, with a white cross of eight points on the left breast. 
They still remained obedient to the abbot of St. Maria de 
Latina, and according to the law of the church, they paid 
tythes to the patriarch. 

This continued while the brotherhood was poor ; but riches 
soon began to flow in upon them. Godfrey, whose very name 
suggests the ideas of virtue and piety, pure, if not always well 
directed, struck with their simple and unassuming charity, be- 
stowed on them his domain of Monboire, in Brabant, with all 
its appurtenances. His brother and successor, Baldwin, gave 
them a portion of the booty gained from the infidels ; several 
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pious princes and nobles followed these examples, and the Hos- 
pital of St. John soon saw itself in possession of extensive estates 
both in Europe and Asia, which were managed by members of 
the society named Preceptors. Pope Pascall II. in 1113, re- 
lieved the Hospitallers from the burden of paying tythes to the 
patriarch of Jerusalem — confirmed by his bull all donations 
made and to be made to them ■ and gave them authority to 
appoint a successor on the death of Gerhard, without the in- 
terference of any other secular or spiritual authority. The 
society now counted among its members many gallant knights 
who M come to the Holy Land to fight in the cause of their 
Saviour ; and there, actuated by a spirit more accordant to his, 
had flung aside their swords, and devoted themselves to the 
attendance on the sick and poor among the brethren of St. 
John. One of the most distinguished of these was Raymond 
Dupuy, a knight of Dauphine, who, on the death of the wor- 
thy Gerhard, was chosen to succeed him in his office. 

It was Raymond who organized the order of the Hospital- 
lers, and established the discipline of the order. His regula- 
tions afford a specimen of the manners and modes of thinking 
of his time ; and some of them require to be noticed here, on 
account of their similarity with those of the Templars shortly 
to be mentioned. The usual monkish duties of chastity and 
obedience were strictly enjoined ; the brethren, both lay and 
spiritual, were directed to wear at least a linen or woollen 
shirt, but no expensive dress of any kind, above all, no furs ; 
when they went to collect alms, they were, for fear of tempta- 
tion, never to go alone, but always in parties of two or three ; 
they were not, however, to select their companions, but to 
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take such as the director should appoint them ; wherever there 
was a house belonging to their order, they were to turn in 
thither and nowhere else, and to take whatever was given them, 
and ask for nothing more ; they were also to carry their lights 
with them, and wherever they passed the night, to set these 
burning before them, lest the enemy should bring on them 
some deadly danger. When the brethren were in the church, 
or in a private house, in the company of women, they were to 
take good heed to themselves and avoid temptation ; for the 
same reason, they were never to suffer women to wash their 
head or feet, or to make their bed. If a brother had fallen 
into carnal sin, and his offence was secret, a silent penance 
was deemed sufficient ; but if it had been public, and he was 
fully convicted of it, he was on Sunday, after mass, when the 
people were gone out of church, to be stript of his clothes, 
and there, by the director himself, or such of the brethren as 
he appointed, severely beaten with thongs or rods, and then 
expelled the order. Any brother possessed of money or va- 
luables, who concealed them from the master, was severely 
punished, the money which he had secreted was hung about 
the offender’s neck, and he was scourged by one of the bre- 
thren, in the presence of all those belonging to the house ; he 
had then to do penance for forty days, during which time, on 
Wednesdays and Fridays, he had nothing but bread and water 
to support him. These regulations were made by Raymond, 
in the year 1118 ; a circumstance to be attended to, as some 
similar rules have been since made a ground of accusation 
against the Templars. 

It is uncertain whether Raymond had any ulterior design of 
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making the order of the Hospitallers a military one, but if 
such was his intention, he was anticipated. The kingdom of 
Jerusalem, over which Baldwin II. now ruled, had been in a 
very extraordinary state from the date of its conquest. It lay 
between two enemies, the Egyptians on the south, and the 
Turks on the north ; and these Moslems, though of opposite 
and hostile sects, agreed in hatred of the Christians, and a 
desire to take Jerusalem — which was to them also the Holy 
City — out of the hands of the western infidels ; the independ- 
ent Arabs of the desert were also inimical to the Christians, 
and as fond of plunder as they have been at all periods of their 
history. Hence the Holy Land was continually infested by 
predatory bands, who robbed and plundered all who fell in 
their way; the pious pilgrim who disembarked at Joppa or 
Acre, was fortunate if he reached the ultimate object of his 
journey in safety, and when he bad visited all the consecrated 
places within the sacred walls, new perils awaited him on his 
way to bathe in the purifying waters of the Jordan, or to pluck 
in the gardens of Jericho the palm branch which he was to 
suspend in the church on his return. 
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CHAP. IL 

IBfye ©emjilarg. 

N the year 1119, the twentieth of the Chris- 
tian dominion in Syria, nine pious and valient 
knights, the greater part of whom had been 
the companions of Godfrey de Bouillon, 
formed themselves into an association, the 
object of which was to protect and defend 
Pilgrims on their visits to the holy places. These knights, 
at whom the two chief were Hugo de Payens and Godfrey 
de Si. Omer,* vowed, in honour of the sweet Mother of God, 
to unite monkhood and knighthood ; their pious design met 
with the warm approbation of the King and the Patriarch, 
and in the hands of the latter they made the three ordinary 
vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience ; and a fourth, of 
oombating without ceasing against the heathen, in defence 
of Pilgrims and of the Holy Land ; and bound themselves to 
live according to the rule of the canons of St Augustine, at 
Jerusalem. The king assigned them for their abode a part of his 
palace, which stood dose by where had stood the Temple of the 
Lord. He and his barons contributed to their support, and 
the abbot and canons of the Temple assigned them for the 

* The other first associates of the order were the knights Roral, Gun- 
denser, Godfrey Bisol, Payens de Montidier, Archibald de St Amen, An- 
drew de Montbar, and the Count of Provence,— according to the histo- 
rian Wflcke. 
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keeping of their arms and magazines the street between it and 
the royal palace, and hence they took the name of the soldiery 
of the Temple, or Templars. When Folk, Count of Anjou, 
in the year following the formation of the society, made a pil- 
grimage to the Holy Land, the order was even then in such 
repute that he joined it as a married brother, and on his re- 
turn home remitted them annually thirty pounds of silver to 
aid them in their pious labours, and his example was followed 
by several other Christian princes. 

For the first nine years after their institution, the Templars 
lived in poverty and humility, and no new members joined 
their society, which was eclipsed by that of St. John. Their 
clothing consisted of such garments as were bestowed on them 
by the charity of the faithful, and so rigorously were the gifts 
of pious princes applied by them to their destination — the 
benefit of pilgrims and of the Holy Land in general — that in 
consequence of their poverty, Hugo de Payens and Godfrey de 
St. Omer had but one war-horse between them. When the 
order had arrived at wealth and splendour, its seal, represent- 
ing two knights mounted on one charger, commemorated this 
original poverty of its pious founders. 

During the reign of Baldwin II. the kingdom was hard 
pressed by the Turks of Damascus, Mossul, and the neighbour- 
ing states, and the king had been a captive in their hands. On 
his liberation he sought every means of strengthening his king- 
dom, and as the Templars had displayed such eminent valour 
and devotion wherever they had been engaged, he resolved to 
gain them all the influence and consideration in his power. 
Accordingly he dispatched two of their members as his envoys 
to the Holy See, to lay before the Pope the state of the Holy 
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Land, and also furnished them with a strong letter of recom- 
mendation to the celebrated Bernard of Clairvaux, the nephew 
of one of the envoys. Bernard approved highly of the object 
and institution of the order. Hugo de Payens and five other 
brethren soon arrived in the west, and appeared before the 
fathers, who were assembled in council at Troyes, to whom 
Hugo detailed the maxims and the deeds of the Templars. 
The fathers expressed their approbation of all he said, the order 
was pronounced good and useful, and some additions, taken 
from that of the Benedictines, were made to their rule. By the 
direction of Pope Honorius, the council appointed them a white 
mantle as their peculiar dress, to which Pope Eugenius some 
years afterwards added a red cross on the breast — the symbol 
of martyrdom. Their banner was of the black and white stripe, 
called, in old French, Bauseant (which word became their 
war-cry,) and bore the pious inscription, Non nobis , Domine , 
non nobis , sod nomini tuo da gloriam. St. Bernard, if he did 
not himself draw up the rule of the order, had at least a consi- 
derable participation in it ; throughout his life he cherished the 
Templars ; he rarely wrote a letter to the Holy Land, in which 
he did not praise them, and recommend them to the favour and 
protection of the great. 

Owing to the influence of Bernard, and the sincere piety and 
noble qualities of its founders, the order rapidly increased in 
wealth and consequence. Many knights assumed its habit, and 
with Hugo de Payens travelled through France and England, 
to excite the Christians to the sacred war. With Henry I. of 
England they met the highest consideration. Fulk, of Anjou, 
re-united himself to Hugo de Payens, and on the invitation of 
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King Baldwin, prepared, though advanced in yean, to set out 
for Palestine, to espouse the daughter of the king, and succeed 
him on his throne. Gifts in abundance flowed in on the or- 
der, large possessions were bestowed on it in all countries of 
the west, and Hugo de Payens, now its grand master, return- 
ed to the Holy Land in the year 1129, at the head of three 
hundred Knights Templan of the noblest families in Europe, 
ready to take the field against the Infidels. 

The Templars soon became, in fact, the most distinguished of 
the Christian warriors. By a rule of their order, no brother could 
be redeemed for a higher ransom than a girdle or a knife, or 
some such trifle ; captivity was therefore equivalent to death, 
and they always fought with Spartan desperation. The Bauseant 
was always in the thick of the battle ; the revenue they en- 
joyed enabled them to draw to their standard valiant secular 
knights and stout and hardy footmen. The chivalry of St. 
John vied with them, it is true, in prowess and valeur, but they 
do not occupy the same space in the History of the Crusades. 
The Templars having been from the outset solely devoted to 
arms, — the warm interest which St. Bernard, whose influenoe 
was so great, took in their welfare, — and the circumstance that 
the fourth King of Jerusalem was a member of their body, — 
all combined to throw a splendour about them which the 
Knights of St. John could not claim, but which also gave oc- 
casion to their more speedy corruption, and augmented the 
number of their enemies. Most writers, however, of the 
twelfth century speak respectfully of the Knights of the Tem- 
ple, and those unsparing satyrists, the Troubadours, never 
mention them but with honour. The history of the order, as 
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ikr as we can recollect, records only one instance of a Tem- 
plar abjuring his faith, and that was an English knight, Robert 
of Saint Albans, who deserted to Saladin, who gave him his 
sister in marriage on his becoming a Moslem ; and in 1185, 
the ex-red-cross knight led a Saracen army to the neighbour- 
hood of Jerusalem, wasting and destroying the country with fire 
and sword.* 

By the bull, Omme datum optimum , granted by Pope Alex- 
ander UL in 1 162, the Order of the Templars acquired great 
importance, and from this time forth, it may be regarded as 
totally independent, acknowledging no authority but that — 
before which the haughtiest monarchs bowed — of the supreme 
pontiff, who protected and favoured them as his champions 
against all who might dispute his will. It is therefore of im- 
portance to look at its constitution, and what were its revenues 
and possessions. 

The Order of the Templars consisted of three distinct 
classes, not degrtf — knights, chaplains, and service-brethren, 
to which may be added those who were at t a che d to the order 
under the name of qflUiated, donate* and oblate #. The 
strength and flower of the Order were the knights; all its 

* An apostate from the order appears to have preceded this English- 
man, in the person of a certain Armenian Prince named Meiier or frllon, 
who, though a Christian and a Templar, entered into league with the 
Infidels, about the year 1160, and ravaged with fire and sword the whole 
principality of Antioch in concert with his M shorn medan allies. He was 
prompted to quit the order to enforce a claim he had to the so v erei g nty 
of his native country, and revenged himself thus against the Latins, be- 
cause they had favoured a rival claimant to his territories. 

(Vide the Achievements of the Knights of Malta, vol. 1, p. 90.) 
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dignities and superior offices belonged to them. The can- 
didate for admission among the Knights of the Temple was 
required to produce proof of his being the lawful issue of a 
knight, or of one qualified to receive that distinction ; and he 
must himself have already received the honour-conferring blow 
from a secular knight, for the order was spiritual, and as mem- 
bers could not deign to accept honour from a layman. The 
only exception was in the case of a bishop, who might draw 
his sword among the brethren of the Temple, without having 
been a secular knight. The aspirant must moreover be free 
from debt, and, on admission, pay a considerable sum into the 
hands of the society.* The most unlimited obedience to the 
commands of his superiors in the house and in the field of 
battle ; the total abnegation of all interests but those of the 
society, (for the Templar could hold no property, could re- 
ceive no private letter) ; the most unflinching valour, (for 
so long as a Christian banner waved in the field, the Templar, 
however severely wounded, must not abandon it), — were the 
duties of the Knights of the Temple. If he fled, disgrace and 
punishment awaited him ; if be surrendered, he had to end 
his life amid the torments inflicted by the enraged Moslems, 
or to languish in perpetual captivity, for the order never re- 
deemed its members. Hence, then, the Templar was valiant as 

* No specific sum appears to have been exacted from entrants, but 
each was expected to pay according to his means. Thus it Is recorded of 
the Prince Guy Dauphin, that he gave to the Order 1500 pieces (Livr. 
Toum.y for his own entry-money, and a contribution of 200 a-year in 
name of his parents. 

(Vide Freemasons’ Quarterly Review for 1835.) 
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the fabled heroes of romance; hence prodigies of prowess, 
such as almost surpass belief, so frequently illustrate the name 
of the soldiers of the Temple. Every motive that could sti- 
mulate to deeds of renown combined to actuate the soldier- 
monk. A knight, he obeyed the call of honour and emula- 
tion ; a monk, (but the Templar was not, as some erroneous- 
ly fancy, a priest), he was, according to the ideas of the times, 
engaged in the service most acceptable to God. 

The mode of reception into the order corresponded with the 
dignity and importance of the character of a Knight Templar. 
Though a noviciate was enjoined by the original eanons, in 
practice it was dispensed with ; the candidate was, after all 
due inquiry had been made, received in a chapter assembled 
in the chapel of the order. All strangers, even the relatives 
of the aspirant, were excluded. The preceptor (usually one 
of the priors) opened the business with an address to those 
present, calling on them to declare if they knew of any just 
cause and impediment to the aspirant, whom the majority had 
agreed to receive, becoming a member of their body. If all 
were silent, the candidate was led into an adjacent chamber, 
whither two or three of the knights came to him, and setting 
before him the rigour and strictness of the order, inquired if he 
still persisted in his desire to enter it. If he did persist, they in- 
quired if he was married or betrothed ; had made a vow in any 
other order ; if he owed more than he could pay ; if he was of 
sound body, without any secret infirmity, and free ? If his an- 
swers proved satisfactory, they left him and returned to the 
chapter, and the preceptor again asked if any one had anything 
to say against his being received. If all were silent, he asked if 
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they were willing to admit him. On their assenting, the candi> 
date was led in by the knights who had questioned him, and who 
now instructed him in the mode of asking admission. He ad- 
vanced, kneeling, with folded hands, before the preceptor, 
and said, “ Sir, I am come before God, and before you and 
the brethren ; and I pray and beseech you, for the sake of God 
and our sweet lady, to receive me into your society and the 
good works of the order, as one who, all his life long, will be 
the servant and slave of the order.” The preceptor then # 
questioned him, if he had well considered all the toils and 
difficulties which awaited him in the order, adjured him on the 
Holy Evangelists to speak the truth, then put to him the 
questions already asked by the knights, farther inquiring if he 
was a knight, the son of a knight and a gentlewoman, and if 
he was a priest. He then asked if be would promise to God 
and Mary, our dear lady, obedience, as long as be lived, to 
the master of the Temple, and the prior who should be set 
over him ; chastity of bis body ;* compliance with the laudable 
manners and customs of the order then in force, and such as 
the master and knights might hereafter add ; fight for and 
defend, with all his might, the holy land of Jerusalem ; never 
quit the order but with consent of the master and the chapter; 

v The Rule of St. Bernard prohibited the Templars from even look- 
ing at a woman. The translation of the statute, chap, lxxii, is as follows : — 

“ We hold it to be dangerous to all religion to look too much an the 
countenance of women, and. therefore, let no Brother presume to kiss 
either widow or virgin, or mother or sister, or aunt, or any other woman. 
Let the militia of Christ, therefore, shun feminine kisses, by which men 
are often exposed to danger, that with a pure conscience and secure life, 
they may walk continually in the sight of God. 



15 


never see a Christian unjustly deprived of his inheritance, or be 
aiding in such deed. The preceptor then said — “ In the name, 
then, of God and of Mary, oar dear lady, and in the name of 
St. Peter of Rome, and of oar father the Pope, and in the 
name of all the brethren of the Temple, we receive you to 
all the good works of the order, which have been performed 
from the beginning, and will be performed to the end, you, 
your father, your mother, and all those of your family whom 
you let participate therein. So you, in like manner, receive 
us to all the good works which you have performed and will 
perform. We assure you of bread and water, the poor cloth- 
ing of the order, and labour and toil enow.’* The preceptor 
then took the white mantle, with its ruddy cross, placed it about 
his neck, and bound it fast. The chaplain repeated the one 
hundred and thirty-second psalm, Ecce quam bonum, and the 
prayer of the Holy Spirit, Deu$ qui corda fidelium , each 
brother said a Pater, the preceptor kissed the new brother, the 
chaplain did the same. The Templar then placed himself at 
the feet of the preceptor, and was by him exhorted to peace 
and charity with his brother Christians ; to chastity, obedience, 
humility, and piety ; and thus the ceremony ended. 

At the head of the order stood the Grand Master, who, like 
the General of the Jesuits in modern times, was independent 
of all authority but that of the sovereign pontiff. The resi- 
dence of the Grand-master was the city of Jerusalem ; when 
that city was lost, he fixed his seat at Antioch, next at Acre, 
then at the Castle of the Pilgrims between Caiphas and 
Csesarea, and finally in Cyprus, for his duty required him to 
be always in the Holy Land. The Grand-master never re- 
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sided in Europe until the time of Jacques de MoUy. The 
power of the Grand-master was considerable, though he 
was very much controuled by the chapter, without whose 
consent he could not dispose of any of the higher offices, or 
undertake any thing of importance. He could not, for in- 
stance, take money out of the treasury, without the consent 
of the prior of Jerusalem ; he could neither make war or truce, 
or alter laws, but with the approbation of the chapter. But 
the Grand-master had the right of bestowing the small com- 
mands, the governments of houses of the order, and of select- 
ing the brethren who should form the chapter, which power 
was again controuled by there being always assigned him two 
brethren as assistants, who, with the Seneschal, were to form 
a part of every chapter. The order was aristocratic rather 
than monarchic ; the Grand-master was like a Doge of Venice, 
and his real power chiefly depended on his personal qualities ; 
he had, however, many distinctions ; the greater part of the 
executive power was in his hands — in war he was the com- 
mander-in-chief ; he had, as vicar-general of the Pope, epis- 
copal jurisdiction over the clergy of the order ; he ranked with 
princes, and his establishment corresponded thereto ; he had 
for his service four horses, a chaplain, two secretaries, a squire 
of noble birth, a farrier, a Turcopole and cook, with footmen, 
and a Turcoman for a guide, who was usually fastened by a 
cord to prevent his escape. When the Grand-master died, 
his funeral was celebrated with great solemnity by torch-light, 
all the knights attending.* 

* For an imaginary bat impradre picture of the funeral obMquks of a 
Knight Templar of rank, see Blackwood’s Magas ine for 1888, p. 877: 
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Each province of the order had a Grand-Prior, who re- 
presented in it the Grand-master ; each house had its prior 
at its head, who commanded its knights in war, and pre- 
sided over its chapters in peace. In England, the Grand- 
Prior sat in Parliament as a Peer of the Realm. To com- 
plete this sketch of the order, we may remark, that except 
Scandinavia, (for they had some possessions in Hungary,) 
there was not a country in Europe in which the lavish piety 
of princes and nobles had not bestowed on the Templars a 
considerable portion of the wealth of the state ; for in every 
province the order had its churches and chapels — the number 
of which was in the year 1240 as great as 1050 — villages, 
form-houses, mills, cornlands, pastures, woods, rights of veni- 
son and fisheries. The revenues of the Templars in England 
in 1185, as given by Dugdale, will afford some idea of their 
wealth. The entire annual income of the order has been es- 
timated at not less than six millions sterling. 

It cannot be denied, that this enormous wealth, together 
with the luxury and other evils which it engendered, provoked 
the hatred of the secular clergy and laity, and paved the way 
to the spoliation of the order. In 1252 the pious pope- 
ridden Henry III. of England said, that the prelates and clergy 
in general, but especially the Templars and Hospitallers, bad 
so many liberties and privileges, that their excessive wealth 
made them mad with pride ; he added, that what had been 
bestowed imprudently, ought to be prudently resumed, and 
declared his intention of revoking the inconsiderate grants of 
himself and his predecessors. The grand-prior of the Temp- 
lars replied, “ What sayest thou, my lord the king ? Far be 
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it that so discourteous and absurd a word should be uttered 
by thy mouth. So long as thou observest justice thou may- 
est be a king, and as soon as thou infringest it, thou wilt cease 
to be a king.** A bold expression certainly, but the prior 
knew his man well, and he would hardly haye spoken so to 
the son of Henry. The anecdote of Richard I. bestowing his 
daughter Pride in marriage on the Templars is well known ; and 
numerous traits of their haughtiness, avarice, luxury, and other 
of the current vices, may be found in the writers of the thir- 
teenth century ; but tiH the final attack was made, no worse 
charge was brought against them, unless such is implied in a 
bull of Pope Clement IV. in 1 265, which is, however, easily 
capable of a milder interpretation. Mr. Raynouard asserts, too, 
that the proverbial expression bibere Templariter is used by 
no writer of the thirteenth century. In this he is preceded 
by Baluze and Roquefort, who maintain, that, like bibere Pa- 
paiiter , it only signified to live in abundance and comfort. 
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CHAP. III. 

©!>< ^mention 

HEN Acre fell in 1292, the Templars, hav- 
ing lost all their possessions and a great num- 
ber of their members in the Holy Land, 
retired with the other Christians to Cy- 
prus. Having probably seen the folly of all 
hope of recovering the Holy Land, they 
grew indifferent about it; few members joined them from 
Europe, and it is more than probable that they meditated a 
removal of the chief seat of the order to France. The Hos- 
pitallers, on the other hand, with more prudence, as events 
showed, resolved to continue the war against the infidels, and 
they attacked and conquered Rhodes; while the Teutonic 
knights transferred the sphere of their pious warfare to Prussia 
against its heathen inhabitants. Thus, while the Templars were 
falling under the reproach of being luxurious knights, their 
rivals rose in consideration, and there was an active and in- 
veterate enemy ready to take advantage of their ill-repnte. 

Philip the Fair, a tyrannical and rapacious prince, was at 
that time on the throne of France. His darling object was to 
set the power of the monarchy above that of the church. In 
his celebrated controversy with Pope Boniface, the Tem- 
plars had been on the side of the Holy See. Philip, 
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whose animosity pursued Boniface even beyond the grave, 
wished to be revenged on ail who bad taken his side ; more- 
over, the immense wealth of the Templars, which he reckoned 
on making his own if he could destroy them, strongly attract- 
ed the king, who had already tasted of the sweets of the spo- 
liation of the Lombards and the Jews ; and he probably, also, 
feared the obstacle to the perfect establishment of despotism 
which might be offered by a numerous, noble, and wealthy 
society, such as the Templars formed. Boniface's successor, 
Clement V. was the creature of Philip, to whom he owed his 
dignity, and at his accession had bound himself to the per- 
formance of six articles in favour of Philip, one of which was 
not expressed. It was probably inserted without any definite 
object, and intended to serve the interest of the French mo- 
narch on any occasion which might present itself. 

It had been the object of Pope Boniface to form the three 
military orders into one, and he had summoned them to Rome 
for that purpose, but his death prevented it. Clement, on this, 
June 6, 1306, addressed the Grand-masters of the Templars and 
the Hospitallers, inviting them to come to consult with him about 
the best mode of supporting the kings of Armenia and Cyprus. 
He desired them to come as secretly as possible, and with a 
very small train, as they would find abundance of their knights 
this side the sea ; and he directed them to provide for the 
defence of Limisso in Cyprus during their short absence. For- 
tunately perhaps for himself and his order, the master of the 
Hospitallers was then engaged in the conquest of Rhodes, but 
Jacques de Molay, the master of the Templars, immediately 
prepared to obey the mandate of the pope, and he left Cyprus 
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with a train of 60 knights, and a treasure of 150,000 florins of 
gold, and a great quantity of silver money, the whole requiring 
twelve hones to carry it. He proceeded to Paris, where he was 
received with the greatest honoun by the king, and he deposited 
his treasure in the temple of that city. It is, as we have said, 
not impossible that it was the intention of Molay to transfer 
the chief seat of the Order thither, and that he had, there- 
fore, brought with him its treasure and the greater part of the 
members of the chapter ; and indeed it is difficult to say how 
early the project of attacking the Templam entered into the 
minds of Philip and his obsequious lawyers, or whether he 
originally aimed at more than mulcting them under the pre- 
text of reformation : and farther, whether the first informen 
against them were suborned or not. The records leave a con- 
siderable degree of obscurity on the whole matter. All we 
can learn is, that a man named Squin de Flexian, who had 
been a prior of the Templars, and had been expelled the order 
for heresy and various vices, was lying in prison at Paris or 
Toulouse, it is uncertain which. In the prison with him was 
a Florentine named Noffo Dei, “ a man,” says Villani, “ full 
of all iniquity.” These two began to plan how they might 
extricate themselves from the confinement to which they seem- 
ed perpetually doomed. The example of the process against 
the memory of Pope Boniface, shewed them that no lie was 
too gross or absurd not to obtain ready credence, and they 
fixed on the Templars as the objects of their charges. 
Squin told the governor of the prison that he had a com- 
munication to make to the king, which would be of more 
value to him than if he had gained a kingdom, but that ho 
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would only tell it to the king in person. He was brought to 
Philip, who promised him his life, and he made his confession, 
on which the king immediately arrested some of the Templars, 
who are said to have confirmed the truth of Squin’s assertions. 
Shortly afterwards, it is said, similar discoveries were made to 
the pope by his chamberlain, Cardinal Cantilupo, who had 
been in connexion with the Templars from his eleventh year. 

Squin Flexian declared, 1. That every member on admis- 
sion into the order swore on all occasions to defend its inter- 
ests right or wrong ; 2. That the heads of the order were in 
secret confederacy with the Saracens, had more of Moham- 
medan unbelief than of Christian faith, as was proved by the 
mode of reception into the order, when the novice was 
made to spit and trample on the crucifix, and blaspheme 
the faith of Christ ; 3. That the superiors were sacrilegious, 
cruel, and heretical murderers ; for if any novice, disgusted 
with its profligacy, wished to quit the order, they secretly 
murdered him, and buried him by night; so, also, when 
women were pregnant by them, they taught them how to pro- 
duce abortion, or secretly put the infants to death ; 4. The 
Templars were addicted to the error of the Fraticelli, and, 
like them, despised the authority of the pope and the church ; 
6. That the superiors were addicted to the practice of horri- 
ble crimes, and if any one opposed them, they were condemned 
by the master to perpetual imprisonment ; 6. That their houses 
were the abode of every vice and iniquity; 7. That they en- 
deavoured to put the Holy Land in the hands of the Saracens, 
whom they favoured more than the Christians. Three other 
articles of less importance completed this first body of charges. 
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It is remarkable, that we do not And among them those which 
make such a figure in the subsequent examinations ; namely, 
the devil appearing among them in the shape of a cat ; their 
idolatrous worship of an image with one or three heads, or a 
skull covered with human skin, with carbuncles for eyes, be- 
fore which they burned the bodies of their dead brethren, and 
then mingled the ashes with their drink, thereby thinking to 
gain more courage ; and, finally, their smearing this idol with 
human fat.* 

It was unfortunate for the Templars that their chapters 
were held in secret, f and by night, for an opportunity was 
thereby afforded to their enemies of laying whatever secret 
enormities they pleased to their charge, to refute which, by 
the production of indifferent witnesses, was consequently out 
of their power. Philip having now all things prepared, sent, 
like his descendant Charles IX. previous to the St. Bartholomew 
massacre, secret orders to all his governors to arm themselves 

* A French writer gives the following opinion regarding the origin of 
some of these charges : — “ Lea Chevaliers supportaient un grand nombre 
(fgpreuves religieuus et morales avant de parvenir aux divers degrls 
dlnitiation j alnai, par exemple, le r&ipiendaire pouvait recevoir l’in- 
jonction, sous peine de mort, de fouler aux pieds le crucifix, ou d'adorer 
une idole ; main, s’il c&ait a la terreur qu'on cherchait k lui inspirer, il 
Malt d(kdar£ indigne d’etre admii aux grades elev^s de l’Ordre. On con- 
ceit, d’apres cela, comment des dtres, trop faiblea ou trop immoraux pour 
supporter les dpreuves d'initiation, ont pu accuser les Templiers de se 
Uvrer k des practiques inf&mes, et d'avoir des croyances superstitieuses.” 

(Recherches Historiqucs sur Les Templiers. Paris, 1835.) 

t As to the supposed connection between the Templars and the Free- 
masons, we regret it is a matter totally devoid of all evidence. 

(Foreign Quarterly Review, No. 8. ) 
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on the 12th of October, and on the following night, but not 
sooner, on pain of death, to open the king’s letter, and act ac- 
cording to it. On Friday the 13th of October, all the Tem- 
plars throughout France were simultaneously arrested at break 
of day. The unhappy knights were thrown into cold cheerless 
dungeons, (for they were arrested, we should remember, at the 
commencement of winter), had barely the necessaries of life, 
were deprived of the habit of their order, and of the rites and 
comforts of the church ; were exposed to every species of tor- 
ture then in use, were shown a real or pretended letter of the 
Grand-master, in which he confessed several of the charges, 
and exhorted them to do the same ; and finally, were promised 
life and liberty, if they freely acknowledged the guilt of the 
order. Can we then be surprised that the spirit of many a 
knight was broken, that any hope of escape from misery was 
eagerly caught at, and that falsehoods, the most improbable, 
were declared to be true ? And it is remarkable that the most 
improbable charges are those which were most frequently ac- 
knowledged, so just is the observation, that men will more 
readily in such circumstances acknowledge what is false than 
what is true ; for the false they know can be afterwards re- 
futed by its own absurdity, whereas truth is permanent. 

Of the Templars in England 228 were examined ; the Do- 
minican, Carmelite, Minerite, and Augustinian friars brought 
abundance of hearsay evidence against them, but nothing of 
any importance was proved ; in Castile and Leon it was the 
same ; in Aragon the knights bravely endured the torture, and 
maintained their innocence ; in Germany all the lay witnesses 
testified in their favour ; in Italy their enemies were more suc- 
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eessful, as the influence of the pope was there considerable, yet 
in Lombardy the bishops acquitted the knights. Charles of 
Anjou, the cousin of Philip, and the foe of the Templars, who 
had sided with Frederic against him, could not fail, it may be 
supposed, in getting some evidences of their guilt in Sicily, 
Naples, and Provence. It is not undeserving of attention, that 
one of these witnesses, who had been received into the order 
in Catalonia, (where all who were examined had declared the 
innocence of the order), said he had been received there in 
the usual impious and indecent manner, and mentioned the ap- 
pearance and the worship of the cat in the chapter 1 ! Such 
is the value of rack-extorted testimony 1 In fine, in every 
country out of the sphere of the immediate influence of Cle- 
ment, Philip, and Charles, the general innocence of the order 
was acknowledged.* 

Throughout the entire process against the Templars, from 
October 1307, to May 1312, the most determined design of 
the king and his ministers to destroy the order, meets us at 
every step ; Philip would have blood to justify robbery ; several 
Templars had already expired on the rack, perished from the 
rigour of their imprisonment, or died by their own hands; but 
on the 12th May 1310, fifty-four Templars who had confessed, 
but afterwards retracted, were by his order committed to the 
flames, in Paris, as relapsed heretics. They endured with 
heroic constancy the most cruel tortures, asserting with their 

♦ “ In Portugal alone was a shield thrown over them, and the persecu- 
tion limited to a mere change of their title from the Soldiers of the Tem- 
ple to the Soldiers of Christ." 

(See Sutherland's Achievements of the Knights of Malta. ) 
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latest breath the innocence of the order, though offered life 
if they would confess, and implored to do so by their friends 
and relatives. Similar executions took place in other towns. 
The pope soon went heart and hand with Philip. In vain did 
the bishops assembled at Vienne propose to hear those mem- 
bers who came forward as the defenders of the order. A bull 
of the pope was fulminated against the order,* and transferred 
its possessions to the knights of St. John, who, however, had 
to pay such enormous fines to the king and pope before they 
could enter on them, as almost ruined them ; so that if Philip 
did not succeed to the utmost of his anticipations, he had little 
reason to complain of his share. The members of the society 
of the Templars were permitted to enter that of the Hospital- 
lers, a strange indulgence for those that had spitten on the cross 
and practised horrible vices. 

But the atrocious scene was yet to come which was to com- 
plete the ruin of the Templars, and satiate the vengeance of 
their enemies. Their Grand Master Molay, and three other 
dignitaries of the order, still survived : And, though they had 

* The Pope (Clement V. ) committed the glaring absurdity of making 
a provisional decree to be executed in perpetuity. The bull which is 
issued at the Council of Vienne, without ashing the judgment of the as- 
sembled bishops and others, declares, that although he cannot of right, 
consistently with the Inquisition and proceedings, pronounce a definitive 
sentence, yet by way of apostolical provision and regulation, he perpetu- 
ally prohibited people from entering into the Order, and calling them- 
selves Templars. The penalty of the greater excommunication was held 
out as a punishment for oflbnding. — Mills’ Chivalry, Vol. 1, Chap. 7. 

An extract from the bull in the original Latin, will be found in the Ap- 
pendix, vide No. I. 
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made the most submissive acknowledgments to their unre- 
lenting persecutors, yet the influence which they had over the 
minds of the vulgar, and their connection with many of the 
Princes of Europe, rendered them formidable and dangerous 
to their oppressors. By the exertion of that influence, they 
might restore union to their dismembered party, and inspire 
them with courage to revenge the murder of their companions ; 
or, by adopting a more cautious method, they might repel, by 
uncontrovertible proofs, the charges for which they suffered ; 
and, by interesting all men in their behalf, they might expose 
Philip to the attacks of his own subjects, and to the hatred 
and contempt of Europe. Aware of the dangers to which his 
character and person would be exposed by pardoning the sur- 
viving Templars, the French Monarch commanded the Grand 
Master and his brethren to be led out to a scaffold, erected for 
the purpose, and there to confess before the public, the enor- 
mities of which their order had been guilty, and the justice of 
the punishment which had been inflicted on their brethren. 
If they adhered to their former confession, a full pardon was 
promised to them ; but if they should persist in maintaining 
their innocence, they were threatened with destruction on a 
pile of wood, which the executioners had erected in their view, 
to awe them into compliance. While the multitude were 
standing around in awful expectation, ready, from the words 
of the prisoners, to justify or condemn their King, the vener- 
able Molay, with a cheerful and undaunted countenance, ad- 
vanced, in chains, to the edge of the scaffold; and, with a 
firm and impressive tone, thus addressed the spectators — “ It 
is but just, that in this terrible day, and in the last moments 

c 2 
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of my life, I lay open the iniquity of falsehood, and maker 
truth to triumph. I declare then, in the face of heaven and 
earth, and I confess, though to my eternal shame and confu- 
sion, that I have committed the greatest of crimes ; but it has 
been only in acknowledging those that have been charged with 
so much virulence upon an order, which truth obliges me to 
pronounce innocent. I made the first declaration they re- 
quired of me, only to suspend the excessive tortures of the 
rack, and mollify those that made me endure them. I am 
sensible what torments they prepare for those that have cour- 
age to revoke such a confession. But the horrible sight which 
they present to my eyes, is not capable of making me confirm 
one lie by another. On a condition so infamous as that, I 
freely renounce life, which is already but too odious to me. 
For what would it avail me to prolong a few miserable days, 
when I must owe them only to the blackest of calumnies*." 
In consequence of this manly revocation, the Grand Master 
and his companions were hurried into the flames, where they 
retained that contempt for death which they had exhibited on 
former occasions. This mournful scene extorted tears from 
the lowest of the vulgar. Four valiant knights, whose charity 
and valour had procured them the gratitude and applause of 
mankind, suffering, without fear, the most cruel and ignomi- 
nious death, was, indeed, a spectacle well calculated to excite 
emotions of pity in the hardest hearts. 


* HiitnJre des Chevaliers Hospitaliers de Saint Jean dc Jerusalem, par 
l'Abbe Vertot, tom. ii. pp. 101, 108. 
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CHAP. IV. 


fflfjc Controwatwm of tf)e ror. 


UT the penecatioD of the Tern* 
plan in the fourteenth century 
does not close the history of the 
Order; for, though the knights 
were spoliated, the Order was 
not annihilated. In truth, the 
cavaliers were not guilty, — the 
brotherhood was not suppressed, 
— and, startling as is the asser- 
tion, there has been a succession of Knights Templars from the 
twelfth century down even to these days ; the chain of trans- 
mission is perfect in all its links. Jacques de Molay, the Grand 
Master at the time of the persecution, anticipating his own 
martyrdom, appointed as his successor, in power and dignity, 
Johannes Marcus Larmenius of Jerusalem, and from that time 
to the present there has been a regular and uninterrupted line 
of Grand Masters. The charter* by which the supreme author- 

* A copy of this remarkable Charter, the original of which I had an 
opportunity of examining, through the kindness of the Grand Master and 
Sir Sidney Smith, at Paris, will be found in the Appendix. The Charter 
was submitted to the inspection of nearly 900 Knights of the Order, at 
the Convent- General held at Paris in 1810. Vide No. II — J . B. 
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Ity has been transmitted, is judicial and conclusive evidence 
of the Order’s continued existence. This charter of transmis- 
sion, with the signatures of the various chiefs of the Temple, 
is preserved at Paris, with the ancient statutes of the Order, 
the rituals, the records, the seals, the standards, and other 
memorials of the early Templars. 

The brotherhood has been headed by the bravest cavaliers 
of France, by men who, jealous of the dignities of knighthood, 
would admit no corruption, no base copies of the orders of 
chivalry, and who thought that the shield of their nobility was 
enriched by the impress of the Templars’ red cross. Bertrand 
du Guesclin was the Grand Master from 1357 till his death in 
1380, and he was the only French commander who prevailed 
over the chivalry of our Edward III. From 1478 to 1497, we 
may mark Robert Lenoncourt, a cavalier of one of the most 
ancient and valiant families of Lorraine. Phillippe Chabot, a 
renowned captain in the reign of Francis I., wielded the staff 
of power from 1516 to 1543. The illustrious family of Mont- 
morency appear as Knights Templars, and Henry, the first 
duke, was the chief of the order from the year 1574 to 1614. 
At the close of the seventeenth century, the Grand Master was 
James Henry de Duras, a marshal of France, the nephew of 
Turenne, and one of the most skilful soldiers of Louis 
XIV. The Grand Masters from 1724 to 1776 were three 
princes of the royal Bourbon family. The names and 
years of power of these royal personages who acknowledged 
the dignity of the Order of the Temple, were Louis Augustus 
Bourbon, Duke of Maine, 1724-1737, — Louis Henry Bourbon 
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Conde, 1737-1741, — and Louis Francis Bourbon Conty, 1 741— 
1746. The successor of these princes in the Grand Master- 
ship of the Temple was Louis Hercules Timoleon, Duke de 
Cosse Brissac, the descendant of an ancient family long cele- 
brated in French history for its loyalty and gallant bearing. 
He accepted the office in 1776, and sustained it till he died in 
the cause of royalty at the beginning of the French Revolution. 
The order has now its Grand Master, Bernard us Raymundus 
Fab re Palaprat,* and there are colleges in England and in many 
of the chief cities in Europe. 

Thus the very ancient and sovereign Order of the Temple is 

* To the merits of this eminent personage, now in the 33d year of his 
Grand Mastership, the following testimony is borne in the " Biographic 
des Homme* du Jour,” published at Paris in 1836 Plusieurs society* 
uvantes ont honorablement mentionne les applications qu’il a faites de 
divers mode* d’electricltd a la medecine, et principalement de I’electricitd 
chtmique ou galvanique. La society des Sciences physiques de France 
lui a decern 6 la grande medaille d’or dans la seance publiquc tenue a 
FHotel-de-Ville en janvier 1830.— M. Fab re- Palaprat est auteur d’un 
grand n ombre de memo ires *ur divers sujets des sciences physiques ct 
medicales.— En 1814 on le vit tour a tour combattre sous les murs de 
Paris les etmemis de la France, et prodiguer les secours de son art 
aux defenseurs qu’il voyait tomber autour de lui, jusqu'a ce que blessl 
hil-meme il fot emporte hors du combat. II dut a ce noble devouement 
la decoration de la Legion <f Honneur, qul etalt a cette epoque la recom- 
pense la plus honorable que put recevoir un citoyen fir an^ai*.— Toujour* 
devoue a la sainte cause de la patrie, M. Fabre- Palaprat se fit encore 
distinguer par son courage et sa philanthropic en Julllet 1830. Sa 
conduite pendant les trois jours le fit inscrire parml les decores de julllet. 
La desastreusc invasion du cholera fot pour M. Fabre- Palaprat une 
nouvelle occasion de deployer son sele philanthroplque. Pour fklrecon- 
naitre sa belle conduite dans cette calamite publique nous n'avons qu’a 
rapporter textuellement la declaration officielle qui lui fot remise par le 
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now in full and chivalric existence, like those Orders of Knight* 
hood which were either formed in imitation of it, or had their 
origin in the same noble principles of chivalry. It has mourn- 
ed as well as flourished, but there is in its nature and constitu- 
tion a principle of vitality which has carried it through all the 
storms of fate ; its continuance, by representatives as well as 
by title, is as indisputable a fact as the existence of any other 
chivalric fraternity. The Templars of these days claim no titu- 
lar rank, yet their station is so far identified with that of the 
other orders of knighthood, that they assert equal purity of 
descent from the same bright source of chivalry ; nor is it pos- 
sible to impugn the legitimate claims to honourable estimation, 
which the modern brethren of the Temple derive from the an- 
tiquity and pristine lustre of their order, without at the same 
time shaking to its centre the whole venerable fabric of knightly 
honour. 

After this short account of the continuation of the Order, 
which we have extracted from Mills's Chivalry, it may be in- 
teresting to describe the present nature and objects of the In- 
stitution, and we shall accordingly make a brief abstract 
of the statutes established by the Convent- General held at 
Versailles in 1705, under the Grand Mastership of the Regent 
Duke of Orleans, and by succeeding General Convocations, 

maire du 4e arrondiseement lorsqu*U lui delivra la medaille que fit flap- 
per, au »ujet du cholera, la vllle de Paris M M. Fabre-Palaprat a de- 
ploye pendant pres de cinq semaines le sele le plus desinteresse. On l’a 
vu constamment au poste d’honneur depuls le premier jour de l’invaslon 
de Fepidemie jusqu'au moment ou, apres s’ctre devouc a tous les dangers, 
a tous les sacrifices pour le soulagement des choleriques, il fut attcint lui- 
meme de 1'horrible flcau auquel il fut tres pres de succombcr.” 
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so far as they relate to these subjects. The Order of the 
Fellow Soldiers of the Temple consists of two distinct classes, 
termed a Superior and Inferior Militia ; the former compris- 
ing all knights consecrated according to rites, rules, and 
usages, with their Esquires; and the latter, the humbler 
brethren or persons admitted, propter artem , and the candi- 
dates, or as they are designated, the postulant a for the ho- 
nors of Chivalry. Except as a serving brother no one it 
eligible even to the lower grade, who is not of distinguished 
rank in society, which in Great Britain is understood to imply 
that station in life which would entitle a gentleman to attend 
the Court of his Sovereign. The Candidate must moreover 
be strongly recommended by Sponsors as a Christian of libe- 
ral education, eminent for virtue, morals, and good breed- 
ing, and in no case is a strict scrutiny into these quali- 
fications dispensed with, unless the aspirant he a Knight of 
Christ, a Teutonic Knight, or the descendant of a Knight 
Templar. Should he be ambitious of the rank of Novice Esquire, 
which usually precedes Knighthood, he is farther called on to 
produce proofs of nobility in the fourth generation ; and a defi- 
ciency in this requisite can only be supplied by a formal decree 
of the Grand Master conferring on him the nobility necessary 
for his reception. Considerable fees are paid by all entrants ; 
and members on being promoted to the equestrian honors of the 
Order, are expected to make an oblation to the Treasury, the 
amount of which cannot be less than four drams of gold,* but 
generally very far exceeds that sum. Before receiving the vow 
of profession, which is still administered to all Chevalien,f the 

* Equal to about 50 Fraae*. t For the Vow, vide Appendix, No. III. 
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Candidate makes a solemn declaration either that he does not 
belong to the Order of Malta, or that he abjures the spirit of 
rival hostility which actuated the Knights of St. John in for- 
mer days against the Templars. These preliminaries being 
arranged, his petition is finally decided on, either in a Con- 
ventual house, or by the special legate of the Grand Master, 
in whose name only his reception can be proclaimed, and 
once armed a Knight, and consecrated a Chevalier of the 
Temple, he cannot on any pretence whatever renounce the 
Order.* 

* We give the following extracts from the statutes themselves ; — Art. 
306—“ Nullus ad novitiatum armigerorum accedit, nisi genere in quarto 
gradu sit nobilis.” Art. 310.— Si quis, virtute pmt&ntiasiraus, novitiatum 
armigerorum postulana, non sit nobili natua genera, audita Conventus 
relatione petitoria, a Commendarise, Ballivatus et Linguae congressibua, 
slcut et a ComJtiis Statutariis Curiaque Prseceptoriali, sancita, ilium 
ordini nobilium, in quarto gradu, adacribendi potestatem solus habet 
in Militia Tempi! Supremus M agister. Art. 315— Quacumque de causa, 
ab Online deficera Equiti nefas est. Si autem honoribus Equestrlbus 
vel Militia lndigniu, judical us fuerit Eques, in proprii Conventus albo, 
singulisque Conventuum, Abbatiarum, Postulantiarum initiationisque 
Ccetuum albis, pro sentantia, adnotatur; Vel Ab Equestrlbus Honoribus 
suspensus ; vel, Ab Equestri Militia interdictus ; vel Utraque Militia in- 
dignut. Art 390.— Nullus ad initiationem accedit, nisi Christian us, 
liberal! ter institutua, dvili or dine insign is, virtute, moribus, fide et 
urbanltate prsestantissimus. Art 961.— In militia inferiori aggregari 
poasunt minorls condi tionis viri qui, propter artem, Ordini peru tiles esse 
possunt. Art. 308. — Ad quemcumque Ordinis gradum quern li bet cooptare 
potest Supremus Maglster. Cooptatus autem frater vel in Conventu, 
▼el in Capitulo, vel in Cmtu, sicut et in Abbatii cooptata soror, juxta 
Magistrale Decratum, recipitur, solcmniumque ri'uum et usuum in re- 
ception* solitorum immunis fieri, potest, Equestri Consccratione except*, 
qua nullus donatur nisi votis solemnibus susceptis. Art. 406— Templi 
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At the head of the Hierarchy of the Order, ranks the Con* 
vent- General, or assembly of the Knights, but the executive 
power is vested in the Grand Master, whose authority is al- 
most unbounded. He is elected for life from among the 
Knights, and it is declared impious to substitute a successor 
to him unless he be deceased, or shall have voluntarily abdi- 
cated ; he may even nominate his successor by testament or 
otherwise to the Convent-General. He can create new houses 
and dignities on the Order, cancelling those already consti- 
tuted, remit penalties, and confer all benefices and offices, 
the collation to which is not specially provided for in the 
statutes. He confirms all Diplomas of profession and patents 
of appointment, and may send legates possessing powers de- 
legated by himself to different countries. His interpretation 
of the laws is valid, 'even against a statute of the Convent- 
General, and he alone has the power of proposing alterations 
in the rules to that assembly. 

Next in honour to the Grand Master, unless he has pub- 
licly appointed a delegate or successor, are his four Deputes, 
or Ficarti Magistrates, who are nominated by himself, and re- 
movable at his pleasure. After these follow the members of 

Comimlitonum Poster! ; Equites Christ! ; Equites Teutonic! ; Patres a 
raercede ; Patres a redemptione captlvorum, s! jubeat Lingualis Con. 
gressus, in lnferloribus domibus admittuntur, sicut et ad Novitiatum 
annlgerorum illico provehuntur, tenenturque tan turn fide dare jua- 
jurandum. 

Statuta Commit! tonum Ordinis Tempi! eregulis sandtis in Con- 
▼entibus Generalibus prosertim in Conventu Generali Versaliano, 
Anno Ordinis 586, et in Conventibus Generalibus Lutetianis, A. O. 
683, et 606, con fee ta et in uniun codicem coacta. 
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the Grand Council, which consists of the Supreme Preceptor, 
and eight Grand Preceptors, the Primate of the Order, and his 
four Coadjutors General, with all the Grand Priors, Ministers, 
and other principal dignitaries that may be present at the Ma- 
gisterial City. Each nation of the Order is presided over by 
its Grand Prior appointed for life, whose language comprises 
the various subordinate divisions of Bailiwicks or provinces , 
Commanderies ; Convents of Knights and Noviciate Esquires \ 
Abbeys of Ladies and Canonesses ; Chapters of Postulants, 
and Conclaves of Initiation. Except in special cases, no Che- 
valier is eligible for a Commandery before the expiration of 
two years from his having obtained the honours of knighthood, 
and in like manner no Commander can be appointed a Bailli, 
nor any Bailli a Grand Prior, before the same period has inter- 
vened. 

In order that the objects of the Institution may be distinct- 
ly understood, we shall now proceed to translate a decree by the 
present Grand Master, bearing date the 4th September 1626, 
in explanation of the Vow of Profession which has been already 
referred to, observing, at the same time, that the Order of the 
Temple, being exclusively devoted to the Christian religion, 
cannot be considered in the slightest degree connected with Free 
Masonry, which, it is well known, welcomes equally to its bosom 
the Jew and the Gentile, the Christian, and the Mahommedan, 
requiring from each only a belief in a Divine Being, with a 
just sense of moral rectitude and conscientious obligation. 

The decree alluded to states, that as the vow contains many 
dispositions which, misconstrued, might appear incompatible 
with the advance of knowledge and manners of the age, it is 
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declared that Candidates sign it under the following interpre- 
tation: — 

Ut, That by the tow of poverty, the Order does not mean 
to submit the Chevaliers to an absolute poverty, but to remind 
them that they ought always to be ready to share their fortune 
with the unfortunate, and to sacrifice it for the wants of the 
Order. 

2d, That the vow of chastity, and of abhorring lewdness, is 
the solemn engagement of fulfilling the obligation that society 
imposes on all men to labour to overcome their vicious pro- 
pensities, in order not to outrage either decency or morality. 

3d, That the obedience due to the Grand Master, and to 
the dignitaries of the Order, does not exclude the duty im- 
posed on every chevalier of conforming himself, as a man, to 
natural right, and of obeying, as a citizen, the government of 
his country. 

4M, Lastly, That the Templars are not actuated by the de- 
sire of material conquests, — that their principal aim is not to 
recover the dominions of which the Order was despoiled, or the 
earth which received the body of Jesus the Christ, but to recon- 
quer to the doctrine for which was precipitated into the tomb 
that divine preceptor of men, — the empire which it always had 
over the people when it was revealed to them in all its purity, 
— in a word, that the Templars are not ambitious of subdu- 
ing the physical universe to their domination, but the nations 
that cover it to Christian morality. 

It has frequently been asserted, that the Templars have always 
professed a religion peculiar to themselves, and much at vari- 
ance with almost every religious creed at present in existence, 

D 
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but on this subject it is only necessary to say here, that although 
they possess many religious documents of an extraordinary na- 
ture, and, amongst others, a very ancient Greek manuscript of 
EvanpUe and the Epistle of St. John, differing from the version 
contained in the vulgate, yet no chevalier is obliged to subscribe 
to them unless he be a candidate for certain offices in the order. 
This subject is fully explained in a work lately published at 
Paris, “ Recherches Historiques sur les Templiers et sur leurs 
Croyances Religieuses par J. Plivard, officier superieur d’Ar- 
tillerie, and, for the present, we are unwilling to enter upon 
it, not having as yet received the procea verbal of the Convent- 
General of the Order, lately assembled at Paris, to which the 
following question, under the authority of the Grand Master, 
was submitted : — “ L’ordre etant Cosmopolite, et d’apres le 
▼eu de profession dans la Chevalerie, est il convenable de 
laisser subsister dans les statuts des dispositions par lequelles 
certains officiers de l’Ordre ne peuvent etre cboisis que parmis 
les Chevaliers professant la religion Johannite ? 

The habit of the order* consists, as formerly, of the white 
tunic and mantle, with the red cross on the left breast ; a 
white cap with a red feather ; a white silk sash fringed with 
red ; white pantaloons, buff-boots, gold spurs and an eques- 
trian sword with a silver hilt. The dress differs somewhat ac- 

* We shall be excused referring to this subject, considering that it 
engaged so much of the attention of the pious St. Bernard. Respecting 
the habit of the early Templars, he says, chap, xxiiand xxv, “ It is grant- 
ed unto none to wear white tunics or mantles, but to the Knights of 
Christ.— If any brother wish to have the handsomest or best mantle, 
either as of due or out of pride, for such preiumptioD, he will, without 
doubt, deserve the very wont. 
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cording to the rank of the individual, but every Chevalier is 
bound to wear the gold ring of profession, with the Cross of 
the Order, and the letters, P. D. E. P.* together with his 
own name, and the date of his reception engraven thereon. 
Each Knight also is decorated with the conventual cross or 
jewel of the Order, which consists of a gold cross of eight points 
enamelled white, surmounted by the Grand Master’s crown, 
and bearing on its centre a cross pattee enamelled gules. 

In concluding these observations, we regret to say that the 
Order of the Temple, notwithstanding its undeniable claims to 
honourable distinction, has never enjoyed much consideration 
amongst our countrymen. Its exclusive character, together with 
the great expense and difficulty which attend admission into its 
ranks, no Englishman being legitimately eligible, unless formally 
recommended by the illustrious Grand Prior of England, has 
raised against it a host of enemies. Hence, calumnies have 
been propagated against it, and an institution perfectly uncon- 
nected with politics, and actuated by the purest principles of 
Christian Philanthropy f, has been represented as engender- 


* Pro Deo et Patria. This is one of the present mottoes of the Order. 
The other, Ferro non auro se muniunt, is taken from the following strik- 
ing expressions of St. Bernard, “ Equites Christi intus tide, foras ferro 
non auro se muniunt, non turbulent! aut impetuosi, et quasi ex levitate 
pnecipites, sed consul te atque cum omni cautela et providentia se ipsos 
ordinentes, et disponentes in aciem, juxta quod de patribus scriptum est. 
Ita denique vero, quod am ac singular! modo, oemuntur etagnis mitio- 
res et leonibus ferodores Ex. Lib. Sanct. Bernard, Abbat Mi lit Tempi, 
cap. 4. No. 8, 

f La society des Templiers vient d'en offlrir une preuve 6c la tan te, a 
l’occsasioo du manage de S. M. l’Empereur et Roi avec Marie Louise. 
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ing false notions of Government and wild infidelity. But the 
registers of the Temple contain the respected names of 
Massillon and Fenelon ; Frederick the Great, and Na- 
poleon* sanctioned its ceremonies, and honoured its officers ; 


d* Au t riche. Le 16 Aout 1810, eHe a donne une fete, terminee par une 
distribution de vetemena, des Yivres et d’argent a dea vieillarrts indigent 
choisis dans lee douse municipalites des Paris. On peut voir dans le 
proce* verbal qu’ils en ont fait imprimer lee temoignages flatteurs d’estime 
qu'ils ont regu de M. M. let Maires des arrondlssemens de Paris et dee 
membres de plusieurs bureaux de bienfalsance. — Thory. 

* En 1811 Napoleon, empereur, revenant a set idees tur l’importance 
de cct ordre, tant sous le rapport civil que sous le rapport religieux, fit 
appeler le grand-maitre Bemard-Raymond, et Apret plusieurs ques- 
tions a sa maniere tur l’etat actuel de l’ordre, tur sea statute, etc. 
il s’informa dee epoquee de tea aasembleea. Apprenant qu’il y 
en aurait bientot une pour la celebration de Panniveraaire du mar- 
tyre de Jacques de Molay, Pempereur s’empara de cette circonstance, et 
Hnwn* dea ordres pour que cette ceremonie se fit puWiqueroent avec une 
grande pompe reUgieuse etmllitaire. Une place d’honneur etait reaerree 
pour le grand-maitre et sea lieutenant generaux. M. Clouet, chanoine 
de Notre- Dame, coadjuteur-general du primat du Temple, et revetu du 
camallprimatial, pronongm Poraison funebre du grand-maitre martyr, 
dont le catafalque etait riehement orne des insign ea de la souveraincte 
maglatrale et patriarcale. On peut se souvenir de Petonnement que pro- 
duisit cette grande ceremonie par sa publidte, ainsi que dea conjectures 
auxqueUes elle donna lieu ; tout porte a croire que Pempereur se propo- 
aait de tirer bon parti de l’ordre du Temple et de son culte 8*11 ne pouvait 
parvenir a maitriser la cour de Rome. 

L’empereur don Pedro, aprea avoir accepte le titre de premier cheva- 
lier (Phonneur du Temple, autorisa un de sea xninistres a recevoir le bre- 
▼et de grand-prieur titulaire du Breail; et Pon ne peut douter, d*apres la 
correspondence de ce ministre avec le grand-maitre Bernard- Raymond , 
que don Pedro n’eut Pintention de falre refleurir Pordre du Temple au 
Breail, comme aussi en Portugal ou il avait ete sauve de sa destruction 
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and even in these days, princes of the blood, and some of the 
most illustrious nobles, of our own and other countries, have not 
disdained to display the humble ring of profession, along with 
the gorgeous decorations of the Garter and the Golden Fleece. 
Scattered over the mighty empire of Great Britain, there are 
not more than forty subjects of his Majesty who are Knights 
Templars ; and the whole Members of the Order do not proba- 
bly at this moment exceed three hundred ; but we assert, with- 
out fear of contradiction, that no institution equally limited 
can boast of a greater number of distinguished and honorable 
associates. 


•n 1312 par le rol Denis, qul crea Fordre des chevaliers du Christ, et en 
donna lea dig*!*** aux chevaliers proscrits par le dec ret de Clement V. 

Biographic des Homines du Jour. Pairs, 1836. 


\ 
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CHAP. V. 


Qfyt Winigfytff fKmpUtta of J&cotlattfi. 



HE Knights of the Temple were introduced in- 
to Scotland before 1153 by King David the 
First, who established them at Temple on the 
Southesk, and who was so attached to the bro- 
therhood, that we are told by an old historian 
“ Sanctus David de praeclara Militia Templi optimoe fratres 
secum retinens, eos diebus et noctibus morum suorum fecit 
esse custodes.”* Malcolm, the grandson of David, conferred 
on the brethren “ in liberam et puram Elymosynam unum 
plenarium Toftum in quolibet Burgo totius terrae,” which 
foundation was enlarged by bis successors, William the Lion 
and Alexander the Second. The charter of the latter is still 
in the possession of Lord Torphichen, whereby he grants and 
confirms Deo et fratribus Templi Salomonis de Jerusalem 
omnes illas rectitudines, libertates et consuetudines quas Rex 
David et rex Malcolm et decessus pater meus Rex Williel- 
mus eis dederunt et concesserunt, sicut scripta eorum authen- 
tica attestant.” This curious document, after enumerating 


• Book of Cupar quoted in Father Hay’s M S. 
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certain of these rights and liberties, scilicet, — the king's sure 
peace ; the privilege of buying, selling, and trading with all 
his subjects ; freedom from all tribute and toll, &c. proceeds 
“ Et nullus eis injuriam faciat, vel fieri consenti&t super meam 
defensionem. Et ubicunque in tota terra mea ad judiorum 
(q. judicium) venerint, causa eorum primum tractate, et prius 
rectum suum habeant, et postea faciant. Et nullus ponat 
hominem predictorum fratrum nostro rum ad foram judicii si 
noluerint, &c. Et omnes libertates et consuetudines quas ipsi 
per alias regiones habent in terra mea ubique habeant." 

These general privileges, throughout Europe, were very 
extensive. The Templars were freed from all tythes to the 
church, and their priests were entitled to celebrate mass, and 
to absolve from sins to the same extent as bishops, a privilege 
which was strongly objected to by the latter. Their houses 
possessed the right of sanctuary or asylum for criminals. 
They could be witnesses in their own cause, and were exempt* 
ed from giving testimony in the cause of others. They were 
relieved by the papal bulb from all taxes, and from subjec- 
tion and obedience to any secular power. By these great 
immunities the Order was rendered in a manner independent, 
but it would appear, nevertheless, that both the Templars 
and Hospitallers considered themselves subjects of the coun- 
tries to which they belonged, and took part in the national 
wars, for wo find by the Ragman Roll, “ Free re Johan de 
Sautre, Mestre de la Chevalerie del Temple en Ecoce,” and 
another Brother, swearing fealty to Edward I. in 1296; 
and the author of the Annab of Scotland, taking notice 
of the Battle of Falkirk, 12th July 1298, informs us that 
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the only persons of note who fell were Brian le Jay, Blaster of 
the English Templars, and the Prior of Torphichen in Scot- 
land, a Knight of another Order of religious soldiery. The 
former of these Chevaliers met his death by the hand of the 
redoubted Sir William Wallace, who advanced alone from the 
midst of his little band, and slew him with a single blow, al- 
though the historian adds, that Sir Brian Le Jay was a Knight 
Templar of high military renown, who had shewn himself most 
active against the Scots. 

Little is known of the farther History of the Knights Tem- 
plars in Scotland from the time of Alexander II. down to the 
beginning of the 14th century, excepting that their privileges 
were continued to them by succeeding kings, whose bounty and 
piety were in those ages continually directed towards the re- 
ligious orders. By their endowments, and the bequests of the 
nobles, the possessions of the Order came to be so extensive, 
that their lands were scattered ** per totum regnum Scotise, a 
limitibus versus Angliam, et sic discendo per totum regnum 
usque ad Orchades.” Besides the House of the Temple in 
Lothian, the following establishments or Priories of the Order 
are enumerated in Keith’s Catalogue, viz. Ballantradock, now 
called Arniston, in Edinburghshire; St. Germains, in East 
Lothian ; Inchynan , in Renfrewshire ; Maryculter, in Kincar- 
dineshire ; Aggerstone, in Stirlingshire, and Aboyne, in Aber- 
deenshire. 

The date of the spoliation of the Templars of Scotland, 
corresponds of course with that of the persecution of the Order 
in other countries, and it is to the credit of our forefathers that 
we can obtain no account of any member of the brotherhood 
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having been subjected to personal torture or suffering amongst 
them ; while, on the contrary, it is believed that some of 
the fugitive brethren of the Order from other countries, found 
peaceful refuge in Scotland. In reference to this subject, tra- 
dition mentions that Peter de Bologna, Grand Prelate of the 
Order, and Procurator General at the Court of Rome, fled 
from Germany along with others, and arrived on the coast of 
Scotland, where, together with the Templars Aumont and Har- 
ris, he continued to carry on the mysteries of the Order.* 

In December 1309, John de Soleure, the Papal Legate, 
and William, Bishop of St. Andrews, held an inquisitorial 
Court at the Abbey of Holyrood to investigate the charges 
against the Templars, but Walter de Clifton, the Preceptor of 
the Order in North Britain,! and William de Middleton, were 
the only two Knights who appeared before the Tribunal, the 
proceedings of which, as recorded at length in Wilkins’ Con- 
silia, make no allusion to any punishment being inflicted, 
so that we may fairly conclude they were soon set at liberty. 
The Preceptor, in his examination, readily confessed that the 
rest of the Brethren had fled, and dispersed themselves prop- 
ter scaudaiium exortum contra ordinem, and we are told by a 
learned French writer, that having deserted the Temple, they had 
ranged themselves under the banners of Robert Bruce, by whom 

• Wilckes Geichichte des Tempelherrenordene. 

t It appears by the following extract from Clifton’s examination, that 
the Preceptor of Scotland was a subordinate officer to the Master, or 
Gland Prior in England.— “ Interrogatus; quis rcccpit eum ad dictum 
ordinem et dedit ei habit um ? dixit, quod Frater Willielmus dcla More 
orlundua de Comitatu Ebor. tunc et nunc Magister diet! Ordinis in 
Anglia et Scotia. 
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they were formed into a new Order, the observance® of which 
were based on those of the Templars, and became, according 
to him, the source of Scottish Free Masonry.* This state- 
ment corresponds with the celebrated Charter of Larmenius 
already referred to, in which the Scottish Templars are excom- 
municated as Templi deeertores , anathemate percussos ; and along 
with the Knights of St. John, dominiorum Militia spoliatores, 
placed for ever beyond the pale of the Temple, extra pyrum 
Templi nunc , et in futurum ; and it is likewise supported in 
some measure by the authority of the accurate historian of 
Free Masonry, M. Thory, who, in his “ Acta Latomorum,” 
states that Robert Bruce founded the Masonic Order of Here- 
dom de Kilwinning, after the battle of Bannockburn, reserv- 
ing to himself and his successors on the throne of Scotland, 
the office and title of Grand Master. Scottish tradition has, 
moreover, always been in favour of this origin of the Ancient 
Mother Kilwinning Lodge, which certainly at one time 
possessed other degrees of Masonry besides those of St. 
John ; and it is well known to our Masonic readers, that there 
are even in our own days at Edinburgh, a few individuals claim- 
ing to be the representatives of the Royal Order established by 

* Apres la raort de Jacques de Molaj , des Templiers econais etant de 
venus apostate, a ^Instigation du roi Robert Bruce, se rangerent sous lea 
banniere* d*un novel Ordre institue par ce prince, et dans lequel lea re- 
ception* furent baaees sur celle* dl' Ordre du Temple. C’est la qu’il faut 
chorcher l’origine de la Magonnerie eco*«ai*e, et mcrae celle de* autre*. 
Rites maffoniques.— Du schiime qui s’mtroduiait en Ecoue naquit un 
grand nombre de sectes. Presque toutes ont la pretention de deriver do 
Temple, et quelquea une celle de se dire 1’Ordre lui-meroe. 

Manuel de* Chevaliers del Ordre du Temple. Pari*, 1825. 
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Bruce, which, though now nearly extinct in this country, still 
flourishes in France, where it was established by Charter from 
Scotland, and even by the Pretender himself, in the course of 
last century, and is now conferred as the highest and most 
distinguished grade of Masonry, sanctioned by the Grand 
Orient, under the title of the Rose Croix de Heredom de 
Kilwinning. It may be interesting to add, that the introduc- 
tion on the Continent of this ancient branch of our national 
Masonry, has been commemorated by a splendid medal 
struck at Paris, bearing, amongst other devices, the Royal 
Arms and Motto of Scotland ; and that the Brethren of the 
Lodge of Constancy at Arras, still preserve with reverence, 
an original charter of the Order, granted to their Chapter 
in 1747, by Charles Edward Stuart, and signed by that un- 
fortunate Prince himself as the representative of the Scottish 
Kings.* Nor can anything indicate more strongly the high esti- 

* The medal alluded to was struck at the expense of the Chapitre du 
Choix at Paris, to celebrate the establishment in France of a Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Heredom de Kilwinning, by a charter, dated Edinburgh 
the 1st of May 1783, constituting Mr. John Mattheus, a distinguished mer- 
chant of Rouen, Provincial Chief, with very ample powers, to dissemi- 
nate the order. The Chapitre du Choix was itself erected by a charter 
from Edinburgh in the same year, addressed to Nicholas Chabouille, avo- 
eat en parlement, and other brethren. Both these documents bear the 
signatures of William Charles Little, Deputy Grand Master, William 
Mason, and William Gibb. At a later date, a Provincial Grand Master 
was also appointed for Spain, In the person of Mr. James Gordon, a mer- 
chant at Xeres de da Frontera, whose commission was signed by Deputy 
Grand Master Dr. Thomas Hay, and Mean. Charles Moor and John 
Brown, as heads of the Royal OTder. In 1811, there were no lets than 
twenty-six Chapters of Heredom holding of the Provincial Grand Lodge 
of the Order in France, including some in Belgium and Italy.— Histoi re 
de la Fondatlon du Grand Orient de France. Paris 1812. 
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matioo in which the chivalry of the Rosy Crou of Kilwinning 
is held in France, than the fact that the Prince Cambaceres, 
arch-chancellor of the Empire, presided over it as Provincial 
Grand Master, (the office of supreme head being inherent in 
the crown of Scotland,) for many years ; and that he has been 
succeeded in his dignity, if we mistake not, by the present 
head of the illustrious family of Choiseul. 

But whether the Scottish Templars really joined the vic- 
torious standard of Robert Bruce, and with him, as our coun- 
trymen would lain hope, fought and conquered at Bannock- 
burn, or whether the majority of them transferred themselves 
along with the possessions of the Order, to the Knights of St. 
John of Jerusalem, certain it is, that from the time of the 
persecution, the Order of the Temple, together with all its 
wealth, became merged in that of the Hospitallers, though 
certainly not to such a degree as to obliterate all distinct traces 
of the Red Cross Knights. On the contrary, we find by a 
public document recorded entire in the Register of the Great 
Seal of Scotland, and dated two centuries after the incorpora- 
tion of the Orders, that King James the Fourth confirmed 
all former grants sancto Hospitali de Jerusalem, et fratribvs 
tjusdem militia Tcmpli Salomonis , a satisfactory proof that the 
Order, although proscribed by the Pope, was still retained 
conjointly with that of the Hospital, in law papers at least. 

The Knights of St. John had also been introduced into 
Scotland by King David the First, and had a charter granted 
to them by Alexander the Second, two years after that to the 
Templars. The Preceptory of Torphichen, in West Lothian, 
was their first, and continued to be their chief residence, and 
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by the accession of the Temple lands and other additions, 
their property at the time of the Reformation came to be 
immense. When that event took place, the chief dignitary 
or Grand Preceptor of the Order in Scotland, with a seat as 
a Peer in Parliament, was Sir James Sandilands of the family 
of Calder, who, as is well known to readers of Scottish His- 
tory, was the private friend of John Knox, and one of the 
first persons of distinction to embrace the reformed religion. 
We might suspect, that even before the promulgation of the 
statute of 1560, prohibiting all allegiance within the realm to 
the See of Rome, this eminent personage had become in- 
different to the charge confided to him by the Order; for a 
rescript from the Grand Master and Chapter at Malta, dated 
so early as the 1st of October 1557, and addressed to him, is 
still on record, wherein they complain “ that many of the 
possessions, jurisdictions, &c. were conveyed or taken away 
from them contrary to the statutes and oaths, and to the 
damnation of the souls, as well of those who poss essed them, 
as of those who, without sufficient authority, yielded them up ; 
producing thereby great detriment to religion and the said 
Commandery but be this as it may, we are certain that the 
conversion of Sir James Sandilands, or as he was termed, the 
Lord of St. John of Jerusalem in Scotland, was followed by his 
surrender to the Crown of the whole possessions of the com- 
bined Templars and Hospitallers, which having been declared 
forfeited to the State on the ground that “ the principal cause 
of the foundation of the Preceptory of Torphichen, Fratribu $ 
Hospital** HUrotolimUaniy Militibu* Tempi* Salomon if, was 
the service enjoined to the Preceptor on oath to defend and 
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ad ranee the Roman Catholic Religion,” were by a process of 
transformation well understood by the Scottish Parliament of 
those days, converted into a Temporal Lordship which, the 
unfortunate Queen Mary, then only twenty years of age, 
and newly established amongst her Scottish subjects, in consi- 
deration of a payment of ten thousand crowns of the Sun, and 
of his Jidelt, nobile , et gratuitvm, servitium, nobis noetrisque 
patri et nuxtri bona memoriae, conferred on, or rather retrans- 
ferred to the Ex Grand Preceptor himself and his heirs with 
the title of Torphichen, which, although the estate is much di- 
lapidated, still remains in his family.* All this was transacted on 

* Sir James Sandllands only followed the fashion of the time, and the 
reader will find his motives and proceedings explained in an authentic 
family document printed from a manuscript copy in the Advocates Library, 
in a little work named, " Templaria. Edinburgh, 1828.” We extract from 
it thefollowing account of the surrender of the Preeeptory “ He per- 
sonally compeirit in presence of the Queen's Majesty, the Lord Chancelour 
the Earles of Murray, Marischall, and diuers others of her Hiehnes Privy 
Council, and ther, as the only lawful undoubted Titular, and present pos- 
sessor of the Lordship and Preceptorie of Torphephen, which was never 
subject to any Chapter or Conuent whatsomever, except only the Knights 
of Jerusalem and Temple of Solomon, Genibus flex is et reverent!* qua 
decuit, resigned and ouergave in the hands of our Souerane Lady, his 
undoubted Superior, ad perpetuam reman entiam, all Right, Property, 
and Possesion, which he had, or any way could pretend to the said Pre- 
ceptorie, or any part thereof, in all time Coming; to the effect the same 
might remain perpetually, with her Hyeneas and her Succeasours, as a 
Part of Property and Patrimony of her Crown for ever. After this re- 
signation in the Queen's Majesty's hands, ad Reman entiam, of this Bene- 
fice, be the lawflil Titular thereof, her Hyeneas, in remembrance of 
the good service of the said Sir James Sandllands, gave and gTantid 
and dispon’d, in feu-farme, heritably, to die said Sir James, his heirs and 
as s ign l et, AD and HaDl, the said Preceptorie and Lordship." 
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the petition of Sir James Sandil&nds himself, with the formal 
approbation of the national legislature ; and after renouncing 
the profession of a soldier-monk, we And that the last of Scottish 
Preceptors of St. John became married and lived to a good 
old age, having died so late as 1 596 without issue, when the 
title of Torphichen passed to his grand nephew, the lineal de- 
scendant of his elder brother, Sir John Sandilands of Calder. 

We shall not pause to consider whether a body of Masonic 
Templars unconnected with the Hospitallers, and represent- 
ing the Royal Order which Bruce is said to have instituted 
from the relict of the ancient Knights, has been perpetuated 
in Scotland since the days of Bannockburn, having no means 
of illustrating so obscure a subject ; but, with all due respect 
to the learned French writer, whose authority we have already 
quoted, we may observe, that the Masonic tradition of the 
country does not connect the Templars with Bruce’s Order in 
any way whatever, but, on the contrary, invariably conjoins 
those Knights with the Hospitallers, and consequently points 
to the period of the renunciation of Popery, as the time when 
they first sought refuge, and a continuance of their Chivalry 
among the “ Brethren of the Mystic Tie.” The Chevaliers 
also of the Rosy Cross of Kilwinning in France, own no alli- 
ance with Masonic Templary, which they consider a com- 
paratively modern invention ; nor do there exist, so far as we 
know, any authentic records anterior to the Reformation, to 
prove a connection between the Knights Templars and Free- 
Masons in any part of the world, though we must not omit to 
mention, that a formal document in the Latin language is said 
to be deposited in a Lodge at Namur on the Meuse, purport- 
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ing to be a proclamation by the Free- Masons of Europe, “ of 
the venerable Society sacred to John/' assembled by repre- 
sentatives from London, Edinburgh, Vienna, Amsterdam, 
Paris, Madrid, Venice, Brussels, and almost every other 
Capital City, at Cologne on the Rhine in 1635 ; and 
signed, amongst others, by the famous Melancthon, in 
which, after declaring that “ to be more effectually vilified 
and devoted to public execration, they had been accused of 
reviving the Order of the Templars," they solemnly affirm, 
that “ the Free-Masons of St. John derive not their origin 
from the Templars, nor from any other Order of Knights ; 
neither have they any, or the least communication with them 
directly, or through any manner of intermediate tie, being far 
more ancient, fee." — all of which would imply, that some sort 
of connection was understood in those days to exist between cer- 
tain of the Masonic Fraternities and the Knights Templars. A 
copy of this document was sent to Edinburgh in 1626, by M. 
de Marchot, an Advocate at Nivelles, and a translation of it 
has been inserted under the attestation of a Notary Public in 
the Records of the Ancient Lodge, Mary’s Chapel ; but we 
have little faith in German documents on Free- Masonry, unless 
supported by other testimony ; and as no historian of the 
Craft makes the slightest allusion to the great Convocation 
of the Brethren at Cologne, in the sixteenth century, rather 
than ask the reader to believe that it ever took place, we shall 
presume that M. de Marchot may have been deceived. 

From the era of the Reformation, the combined Order ap- 
pears in Scotland only as a Masonic body ; but there are some 
records to indicate that, so early as 1590, a few of the brethren 
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had become mingled with the Architectural Fraternities, and 
that a Lodge at Stirling, patronised by King James, had a 
Chapter of Templars attached to it, who were termed cross- 
legged Masons ; and whose initiatory ceremonies were perform- 
ed not in a room, but in the old Abbey, the ruins of which are 
still to be seen in the neighbourhood. The neat authentic 
notice we can find on this subject, is in M. Thory’s excellent 
Chronology of Masonry, wherein it is recorded, that about 
1726, Sir John Mitchell Ramsay, the well-known author of 
Cyrus, appeared in London with a system of Scottish Masonry, 
up to that date, perfectly unknown in the metropolis, tracing 
its origin from the Crusades, and consisting of three degrees, 
the Ecoeeaie, the Novice , and the Knight Templar . The En- 
glish Grand Lodge rejected the system of Ramsay, who, as is well 
known, along with the other adherents of the Stuart Family, 
transferred it to the Continent, where it became the corner- 
stone of the haute gradee , and the foundation of those innumer- 
able ramifications into which an excellent and naturally simple 
institution has been very uselessly extended in France, Ger- 
many, and other countries abroad.* 

In pursuing the rery curious subject of the haute gradee, 
we may observe, however, that they never obtained much con- 

* n at certain que rinventkm des hauts grades magonniques a fait 
Is plus grand tort a restitution. en denaturant son otyet, et en l’affUblant 
de titles pompeux et de cordons qui ne hii appardennent pas. On con- 
vtendra que jamais eQe n’eut ete proscrite, dans une partie d’AQemagne, 
si les dissentions occaaionees par la Stricte-Observance, les pretentions de 
soklkant successeurs des Freres de la Rose-Croix, et surtout Finven- 
tion de nUuminatisme qu*on introduisit dins quelques L. n’eussent rendu 
" faaodation suspeete aux gouvernemens.”— Acta Latomorum. 
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sideration during the lifetime of Ramsay, although they are 
invariably traced to him and to Scotland, the fairy land of 
Foreign Masonry,* but gathered their chief impulse from the 
disgraceful dissentions in the Masonic Lodges at Paris, about 
the middle of last century, which induced the Chevalier de 
Bonneville, and other distinguished persons at the Court of 
France, to form themselves into a separate institution, named, 
in honour of one of the Princes of the Blood, Louis de 
Bourbon, Prince de Clermont, then presiding over the Ma- 
sonic Fraternities, the Chapitre de Clermont . In this Chap- 
ter they established, amongst other degrees, Ramsay *s sys- 
tem of the Masonic Templars, which, along with other 
high grades, was soon conveyed into the Northern King- 
doms of Europe, by the Officers of the French Army, but 
especially by the Marquis de Bernes, and the Baron de 
Hund, the latter of whom made it the ground-work of his 
Templar Regime de la Stride Observance , which occupied, for 
several years, so prominent a place in the Secret Societies of 
Germany. This adventurer appeared in that country with a 
patent, under the sign-manual of Prince Charles Edward Stuart, 
appointing him Grand Master of the seventh province ; but al- 
though he had invented a plausible tale in support of his title 
and authority, — both of which he affirmed had been made over 
to him by the Earl Marischal on his death-bed, — and of the an- 
tiquity of his order, which he derived, of course, from 
Scotland, where the chief seat of the Templars was Aber- 

* There have been at least a hundred grades of Continental Masonrye 
denominated “ Ecoaeah.” 
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deen,* — the imposture was soon detected, and it was even 
discovered that he had himself enticed and initiated the ill- 
fated Pretender into his fabulous order of Chivalry. The 
delusions on this subject, however, had taken such a hold in 
Germany, that they were not altogether dispelled, until a de- 
putation had actually visited Aberdeen, and found amongst 
the worthy and astonished brethren there, no trace either 
of very ancient Templars or Free- Masonry. From some of 

• On this subject we shall let the Baron de Hund speak for himself:— 
Let Freres de la Strlcte-Observance se disent les succeweurs des Tem- 
pllers, et leor doctrine consiste a perpetuer 1’existence de POrdre sous le 
voile de la Franche Magonnerie. Void P Histoire de l’Inatitution, selon le 
baron dc Hund; Dans Pannee 1303, deux Chevaliers, nommes Noffbdoi et 
Florian, furent punis pour crimes. Tous deux perdhrent leurs command, 
eries et partkulierement, le dernier, celle de Montfaucon. Ds en demand- 
erent de nouvelles au Gr.-Maitre provincial de Mont- Carmel ; et comme 
il les leur refuse, Qs fassasdnerent dans sa maison de campagne, pres de 
Milan, et cacherent son corps dans lejardin, sous des arbrisseaux. Ilssere- 
fugierent ensuite a Paris, ou ils aecuserent I’Ordre des crimes les plus hor- 
ribles, ce qui entraina sa perte, et par suite le supplice de J. Molay. A pres 
la catastrophe, le Grand-Maltre provincial del’ Auvergne, Pierre d’Aumont, 
s’enfuit avec deux Commandeurs et dnq Chevaliers. Pour n’etre point 
reconnus, ils se deguiserent en ouvriers magons, et se refugierent dans 
uneile Ecosaaise, ou ils trouverentle Grand- Commandeur Haupton-court, 
Georges de Hasris, et plusieurs autres Freres avec lcsquels Ils resolurent 
de continuer l’Ordre. Us tinrent, le jour de St. -Jean 1313, un Chapltre 
dans lequel Aumont, premier du nom, fut nomme Grand-Maitre. Pour 
'se soustraire aux persecutions, ils empnmterent des symboles pris dans 
art de la Magonnerie, else denommerent Magons llbres — En 1361, le 
Grand-Maitre du Temple transporta son siege a Aberdeen, et par suite 
POrdre se repandit, sous le voile de la Fr.-Magonnerie, en Italie, en All©- 
magne, en France, en Portugal, en Bspagne et ailleurs. Der Signatstern, 
etc., p. 178. 
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the Continental States, it is conjectured that Masonic Tem- 
plary was transplanted into England and Ireland, in both of 
which countries it has continued to draw a languid existence, 
unconnected with any remnant of the Knights of St. John, 
whose incorporation in the Scottish Order, is one of the 
most remarkable features of that Institution. We are happy 
to add, nevertheless, that the most fraternal feelings and in- 
tercourse subsist between the Scottish brethren and the Tem- 
plars of the sister kingdoms, and we can ourselves testify to the 
cordiality with which the former are received in the encamp- 
ments of London. 

During the whole of the eighteenth century the combined 
Order of the Temple and Hospital in Scotland can be but 
faintly traced, though 1 have the assurance of well-informed 
Masons that thirty or forty years ago they knew old men who 
had been members of it for sixty years, and it had sunk so low 
at the time of the French Revolution, that the sentence which 
the Grand Lodge of Scotland fulminated in 1792 against all 
degrees of Masonry except those of St. John, was expected to 
put a period to its existence. Soon after this, however, some 
active individuals revived it, and with the view of obtaining 
documentary authority for their chapters, as well as of avoiding 
any infringement of the statutes then recently enacted against 
secret societies, adopted the precaution of accepting charters of 
constitution from a body of Masonic Templars, named the Early 
Grand Encampment, in Dublin, of whose origin we can find 
no account, and whose legitimacy, to say the least, was quite 
as questionable as their own. Several charters of this descrip- 
tion were granted to different Lodges of Templars in Scotland 
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about the beginning of the present century, but these bodies 
maintained little concert or intercourse with each other, and 
were certainly not much esteemed in the country. Affhirs 
were in this state when, about 1608, Mr. Alexander Deuchar 
was elected Commander, or Chief of the Edinburgh Encamp- 
ment of Templars, and his brother, Major David Deuchar of 
the Royals, along with other Officers of that distinguished Re- 
giment, was initiated into the Order. This infusion of per- 
sons of higher station and better information gave an imme- 
diate impulse to the Institution, and a General Convocation of 
all the Templars of Scotland by representatives having taken 
place at the Capital, they unanimously resolved to discard the 
Irish Charters, and to rest their claims, as the representatives 
of the Knights of old, on the general belief of the country in 
their favour, and the well-accredited traditions handed down 
from their forefathers. They further determined to entreat the 
Duke of Kent, who was a Chevalier du Temple, as well as 
the chief of the Masonic Templars in England, to become the 
Patron Protector of the Order in North Britain, offering to 
submit themselves to His Royal Highness in that capacity, and 
to accept from him a formal Charter of Constitution, erecting 
them into a regular Conclave of Knights Templars, and 
Knights of St John of Jerusalem. The Duke of Kent lost 
no time in complying with their request, and his Charter 
bears date 19th of June 1811. By a provision in it, Mr. Deu- 
char, who had been nominated by the Brethren, was appointed 
Grand Master for life. 
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These wise and rigorous measures rescued the Order from in- 
significance ;• and in its improved condition, we find that it con- 
tinued rapidly to flourish, numbering, in the course of a few 
years, no less than forty encampments or lodges in different 
parts of the British dominions holding of its Con dare. Dis- 
sentions, however, unfortunately occurred, and from 1830 to 
1835, it may be said to have again almost fallen into abeyance^ 
For reasons perfectly well understood at the time, it was resus- 
citated in the end of the latter year, when a committee of ten 
gentlemen was appointed by all parties to settle the differ- 
ences, as well as to frame proper regulations for the future 
government of the Order. Under their arrangement and arbi- 
tration, f the present statutes were established, and a satisfactory 
reconciliation effected between the contending parties. Mr. 
Deuchar having resigned the Grand Mastership in January 

* “ Neglected, and almost unknown, as the Order of lights Templars 
has hitherto been in Scotland, it was requisite that some patron like your 
Royal Highness should interpose, to prevent its annihilation.” Address of 
the Conclave to the Duke of Kent, on receiving the Charter of Consti- 
tution, 2d November 1811. 

jThe following gentlemen formed the committee, with the addition of 
the writer of these pages Sir Patrick Walker } Captain J. D. Boswall of 
Wardie, R. N. j John Wilson, Advocate; James Graham of Lei Lch town ; 
Edward MacMillan, 8. S. C. ; James Macewan, Lieutenant James Deans, 
David Deuchar, and John Forbes, all of whom were appointed to high 
offices in the Order, at the election in January 1836. For Information 
on the subject of the statutes, dec. of the Scottish Order, vide u Statutes of 
the combined Masonic Order of the Temple, and of 8L John of Jerusalem 
In Scotland, with the Charter of Constitution, and a list of the Grand 
Office-bearers and Members of Conclave. Edinburgh, printed by author- 
ity of the Grand Conclave, January 1887/ " 
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1836, Admiral Sir David Milne, K. C. B. was unanimously 
elected to that high office, and at a general election in the same 
month, Lord Ramsay was appointed Depute Grand Master, 
the various other offices in the Order being filled by gentle- 
men, generally well known, and of a respectable station in 
society. In the course of three months after the reconcilia- 
tion, not fewer than a hundred persons, chiefly men of fortune, 
officers, and members of the learned professions, had been re- 
ceived into the Order in the Edinburgh Canongate Kilwinning 
Priory or Encampment alone. Since then, other Priories have 
been established in the country, and the institution has assumed 
an importance and dignity worthy of the highest class of gen- 
tlemen connected with the Masonic Institutions of Scotland. 


FINIS. 
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No. I. 

Stan of fpop# GUmmt V. 

atque ttotncu, #on Sine Cor&is &maritttbine 
et Eolorc sacro approfcante conctlto, #on |3er 
Antrum Eeffnitiba Sentrntia, turn earn super 
tjoc sceunbum tntjufsitioues et processus super 
its tjatJitos, &on possumus ifcrre, ire #ure, 
Seb $er btatn -probistonis, seu orbinatiouis 
apostoltea, irrefragabtli et ^erpetuo 'Falitura 
sustultwus sanctioned tpsum pro$ibitione $er= 
pettue supponentes, bistinctius itt|ibcnbo ne 
guts JJietum ®rbfnrm be cectero intrarc, bel 
efus bub (turn susnpere aut portare, bel pro 
©emplarto gerere se prasumeret; qttob si 
guis contra facerct, excontmunicationis tn= 
eurreret scntentiaia, ipso facto. Oatuw VU 
cnna, 6 non, maii, pont. nostri anno 7 (2 maii 

1312 .) 
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No. II. 


Charter of ffratuftntotion. 



®go Jfratrr SJoljannrs^arms Earmrnitts, 
^irrosolgntitanus, Hri gratia rt Secrrtissimo 
'Fwrran&t sanrtissimigur ^fcartgrts, Suprrmi 
Eemplt ittilitis^ffagistri (mi ijonos rt gloria) 
trrcrrto, rommuni jFratrum &onsilio ronfirma= 
to, suprr tmibersum Armpit #rUtnmt Summo 
rt Sttprrmo ^agistrrio insignitus, singulis 
|as trrrrrtalrs littrras btsurts salutrm, salu= 
ton, salutrm. 
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in 


floturn sit ontntims tain prasmtttms quant 
futurts, quotj, Urffcttotiims, propter extremam 
atattm, btrtfms, rerum augustia et gut>trua= 
eult graiutate perpensis, atf majorrtn ©et glort= 
am, ®riJtnts, jfratrum et Statutorum tutelam 
et salutrm ego, supra if ictus, ijumtlts ^agts= 
ter 4&iliti& ©ernplt, inter baltU torts mauus 
Supremum statutrtm trtpoutrt £&agisterium. 

EUttreo, ©eo jubantr, unoqtte S»uprrmi 
®onfc tutus £qttttum eonsensu, aptUr eminent 
tern Commenttatorem et tartsstmum jpratrtm, 
jfrauctstunt = ®tjomam= ®^eot)altium &ltxau= 
ttrinum, Supremum iShfltuis Sernpli ^agts= 
terium, auetoritatem et prtbtltgta contttli, et 
|oe prastutt treereto pro btta tontero, turn po= 
testate, steuutmm ttmporis et rerum leges, 
jfratrt alteri, institutions et ingenii uoMttatr 
tuorttinqur fjonestate prastauttssuno, Stom= 
mum et Stapremum #rirtuis Etntplt J&agts= 
terium summamgue auetoritatem eouftrtn&t. 
&uott sir, aU perpetuitatem £ftagisterii, sttt= 
eessorum non interseetam sertem et Statuto= 
rum integritatem tuentras. 3fu&ro tamen ut 
non transmits posstt ittagisterium, sine tom= 
militonum ©empli Coufcentus Centralis eon= 
sensu, quotas eolUgi tialuerit Suprrtntts iste 
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Conbentus ; ft, rebus ita scse babenttbus, suc= 
cessor alt nutum Tquttum cltgatur. 

jjLt autem langttrscant Supremt #fKcttmu= 
nera, smt nunc ft pcrenmter quatuor i&uprenu 
JUagtstrt Ttcaru, supremam potcstatcm, tmU 
ncnttatn ft auctox itatem, stiver umbersum <0r= 
binftn, salbo jure Supremt ^agtstrt, tjatjcn= 
tes : qut Ttcaru f&agtstrt apttb sentorcs se= 
ctmbutn prolesstoms sertem, cligantur. &uob 
Statutum f commeubato tntf)t ft ifratrtbus 
boto sacrosanct* supra biett 'Feneraubt Bea= 
ttsstmtque Jfcagistrt uostrt, il&artnrts (cut 
lottos ft gloria) te. 

Eqo bcntquc, jFratrum Supretm Cottbentus 
bccreto, f suprema mt|t comtmssa auctoritatc, 
Scotos UTcmplartos dDrbtms beser tores, ana= 
t|cmatc pcrcussos, tllosque ct jFratres Sanett 
Ifotjanms ^terosolgma, bomuttorum iftilttia 
spoliatores (qutbus apub Stum iniscrtcorbia) 
extra gtrum Eemplt, nunc ft in futurum, bolo, 
bteo ft jubco. 

&tgna, tbco, pscubo^jFratrtbus tguota ft ig= 
noscenba constitui, ore cotntntlttonibua tra= 
bcuba, ft quo, in Supremo Conbfntu, jam 
trabcrc tnobo placutt. 
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&tts fcfro stgtta tantmnmo&o patcaut post 
Hclntam professtonrm ft equcstrem consccra= 
ttonern, smintium Cemplt cotmmlttonum S»ta= 
tuta, rttus ft twits, supra Uicto emtnfutt atom 
mcnHatori a tttf transuttssa, stmt a 'Ffncrau= 
Ho ft Sanrttsstmo JEartgrc ^agtstro (cut t>o= 
nos ft gloria) in tufas tttanus tjafcui trattita. 
jftat stmt Htxt. jfiat &mcu. 

£go ^oHanttfS-ittarcus Harutfnius HtHi, Htf 
Hffittta tfrtia frbruarti 1324. 

£goiTranctscus=®^oma0=®^coHalHtt0aifx= 
attHrinus, ©fo \ ttfcantf, Sttprfutuut # 6 fagt 0 tcri= 
uut accfptuut tjafcco, 1324. 

£go &mulpHus Hf Braque, Ufo ttifcautc, 
Sttprfutunt ittagistfrium accfptuut tjaHco, 
1340. 

Isgo $o$annfS Claroutontanus, Ufo jufcan= 
tf, Sttprftnuut f&agistrrtum accfptuut $aftfo, 
1349. 

l;go ttfrtratittus fflugttfsclin, Cco jufcautr, 
Sttprfntuut ^ftagistfrium accfptuut $a$fo, 
1357. 

Eqo 0o$annfs &rutiniacus, ©fo jttfcautf, 
Suprfntuut JWagistfriuut accfptuut tjafcco, 
1381. 

lEgo ttfrnarttus &rmtmacus, ©fo jttbantf, 
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Suprrmum j&agistertum aeceptum fjafceo, 
1392. 

Sgo Joannes &rmmfacus, ©to jubante, 
Supremum i&agistmum aceeptum fjafceo, 
1419. 

£go 3To|annt# Crogus £eo jubaute, £upre= 
mum 4ffagisterinm aeceptum Ijabeo, 1451. 

£go Kobertus Heuoucurttus, J9eo jubantc, 
Supremum ^agtsterium aeceptum Ijabeo, 
1478. 

£go ©aleattus ire Salajar, J9co jubante, 
Supremum ^agtstertum aeceptum ijabeo, 
1497. 

£go ^tltppus Cl) abortus, ©to jubante, S>u= 
premum 4&agtsterium aeceptum $abeo, 1516. 

£go Caspar&us ®t Salctaco, ©abanueusts, 
£eo jubante, Supremum j^agtstcrtum accep= 
turn; Ijabco, 1544. 

£go HeurwmJ Ee Jttonte Jfcorenctaeo, Heo 
jubante, Snpremum ^agtstcrium aeceptum, 
$abeo, 1574. 

£go* Carolus Vales (us, ©eo jubante, S»u= 
premum ^agtsterium aeeeptum $abeo, 1615. 

£00 jacobus Huxelltus be Cranefo, £eo 
jubante, Supretuum ^agistertum aeeeptum 
Ijabeo, 1651. 
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Sgo 3faeotm0=$enneu0 49e Euro jfortt, trux 
ire Eura 0 , Eco fubante, Supremum ^agts= 
tertum aceeptum fjafceo, 1681. 

Ego p&tltppuo, &ux ^ureltaumoto, Eeo ju= 
bante, Supremum ^agtotertum aceeptum 
l)afr(0, 1705. 

Sgo Huirobmt8=£tigu0ttt0 Borfcontuo, irux 
ir« J&atnc r 49(0 jut) ante, Supremum J&agt 0 = 
tertum accrptum |a*(o, 1724. 

©go HtUfobtcttSs^enttcuo Bori>ontU0=<£on= 
43(o jufoante, Supremum J8agt0tertum 
aceeptum tjafceo, 1737. 

Sgo HuOofattus = jfranctocuo Bori>omu0= 
£otttu, 49(o jubante, Supremum ^agtotertum 
aceeptum tjabco, 1741. 

3£go 3lntJobtcu0=$ercule0=©tmoleo Be (£00= 
0e=4$rt00ac, 49(o jubante, Suprcmum J&agt0= 
tenant aceeptum fjabeo, 1776. 

Sgo daiOrtu0=^att»U0 Matrix ire <£t>ebtl= 
Ion, Armpit senior T7tcartu0 ^agtoter, a&= 
0tantti)U0 jfratribus ^ro0pero=i&arta=:Petro= 
itticijaele <£i)arpeutter be Satntot, Beroarbo= 
Hapmuntro jfabre^alaprat, &emplt 'Ftcartto 
i&agtstrto, (t #oi)anne=Baptt0ta=£ttgtt0t0 to 
<£ourri)ant, Supremo $raceptore, tjasce l(tter= 
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as treeretales a 3 Lttbobieo=$etmtt=©tmoleoue 
Kt eojwe=1&r(*»ae, supremo ^fcagtstro, in Um = 
poribus intaustts mffjt bepositas, tfvatvi £fa= 
tobo=pbiltppo 3Utrru, Armpit seniort Ticarto 
JHagistro trabilri, ut ist® litter®, in tempore 
opportune, air perpetttam ©r&inis uostri me= 
moriam, jttxta rttttnr (bogej le Httttel lebitique) 
0r(entalem, btgeaut : Hie beeima juntt i804. 

£go Beruarbtts=$tagmuubtts ifabre=$a= 
laprat, J9eo jttbante, Supremum $fcagtsteri= 
aim aeeepttttn babeo : Hie quarta uobembrts 
1804. 
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JttUitia 


®(t 



%yitendid 


tjfirmo IS. &.&.?<&. 


Wotum, 


In nomine fcW %kctrte + et &HH + et 
Ego, 

Ordinis Templi Militiae Sanctae memetipaum ad praesens et 
in oevnm devovens, libere solemniterque Obedientiae, Pauper- 
tatis, et Castitatis, sicut et Fraternitatis, Hoepitalitatis et Prae- 
liationis Votum suscipere profiteer ; 

Quo voto firmam et non quassibilem edico voluntatem, ad 
Religionis Christianae, Ordinis Templi, Commilitonumque cau- 
sam, tutelam et honorem, maximamque illustrationem et ad 
Templi Sepulchrique Domini Nostri Jesus Chris ti, Palestinae, 
Orientisque terrae et Patrum dominiorum recuperationem, gladi- 
um, vires, vitamque et singula alia mea impendendi, 

Regulae ffr. UtftTWrtrbf, Chartae transmissions, regulis, 
legibus, decretis, singulisque aliis actis, secundum Ordinis Statuta 
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emissis me submittendi : nullos Equites creaturus, nullosve titulos 
aut gradus ritusque et usus Ordinis proditurus, nisi patuerit ex 
Statutis licentia : omni denique modo, sive in Ordinis domibus 
sive foras et in quocumque vitae statu* 

omnibusque et singulis in Militia superioribus absolute obedi. 
turus. 

Sic Fratres meos Equites Templi, Sororesque Equitissas in 
charitate habendi, ut ipsos, Fratrumque Viduas et liberos, sicut 
et Sororum liberos, gladio, consilio, copiis, opibus, auctoritate, 
singulisque rebus meis adjavem illosque semper et ubiqufc, nullo 
casu excepto, cuivis Commilitonum Templi non consorti praefer- 
am ; 

Pios peregrin os tuendi ; captivorum propter crucem, infirmo- 
rumque et pauperum subsidio simul et solatio inserviendi : 

Infideles et incredulos, exemplo, virtute, bonis operibus, allo- 
quiisque suasoriis oppugnandi : in Infideles autem et incredulos 
gladio Crucem aggredientes, propter Crucem gladio praeliandi : 

Ab omni impudicitia abhorrendi, et ad nullam earn is ope ram, 
nisi debitam, et tantum cum uxore legitima accedendi : 

Tandem apud singulas quas adibo Gentes, ipsarum, salvo Re- 
ligionis Ordinisque jure legibus et moribus obtemperandi : Gen- 
tibus vero Hospitalitate et amicitU Ordinem colentibus, Civis et 
Equitis fidelissimi sacra officia praestandi. 

Haec sic, coram Equitibus (huicce Conventui adstantibus) 
Voveo, alta voce Dico, et Vovere Profiteor. Quod Vo- 
tum Sanguine meo subsigno et confirmo, atque in tabulas (con- 
ventuales) iterum scribo et subsigno, subsignantibus supra dictis 
testibus. 

Gloria ttffiilio ft Spmtut Sanrto, &mtn. 


N,B . — The above Vow is always signed with the interpretation 
explained in the text annexed to it. 


ROY. SCO 

SC LI; 


.vVn. S/ 

, V . / v 

i J .I) in) ; 
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